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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
Bob Anderson 

 
What a ride!  After several years of prodding from my good friend the editor of the 

ñBullhorn,ò Butch Wallace, I relented and joined the Navy League of the United States.  

That was six years ago.  This seventh year as I assume the position of President of the 

Pensacola Council I am humbled and in awe of those who have gone before.  The Pensacola 

Council dates back to 1946.  The list of members of this Council is a whoôs who of the local 

community.  We have a mix of retired military, of all ranks and rates, and civilians from 

every walk of life.  All things considered and combined, this is what Navy League is all 

about.  We are here to provide support and assistance to the sea services including the U. S. 

Navy, U. S. Marine Corps, Merchant Marine and U. S. Coast Guard.   In recent years we 

also have participated in council events from other military services including the U. S. Air 

Force and U. S. Army.  In the current military it is only fitting that our efforts in support go 

to all in ñHarmôs Way.ò  

   The Pensacola Council has made great strides in 2009, thanks in a large part to the 

Councilôs Board of Directors and a special membership drive committee under the direction 

of Mrs. Peggy Pilcher.  Each and every one of the Community Affiliates is extremely 

important in the success of Navy League in Pensacola and we can thank Pete Moore for his 

active participation, which resulted in a significant increase in the numbers of Affiliates.  

The special events that the Navy League is involved with each year could not take place 

without the Affiliate sponsorship.  See a complete list of Community Affiliates in this issue of the Bullhorn.   

   We have discussed support from Navy League members to sea services extensively in all of our public presentations 

and articles.  In return, the Pensacola Council is in possession of a letter from the Commanding Officer of Naval Air Station 

Pensacola, Captain William P. Reavey, USN, that grants some privileges to our Council Members.  The letter was sent to Past 

President Bobby Riggs stating that he is extending to Pensacola Council members the opportunity to use the following base 

facilities: A. C. Reed Golf course; Mustin Beach Officers Club; and Bayou Grande Wet Slips.  This privilege, extended to you, 

the members of Pensacola Chapter of Navy League, is a real bonus.   To take advantage of the facilities described above, please 

have ready a picture ID and your Navy League Membership Card when you enter Naval Air Station Pensacola.   

              Have a great and prosperous 2010. 

 

MARGARET FLOWERS CIVIC AWARD  
 

his year, we have an excellent list of nominees for the most prestigious award in the two-

county area. This award, named for Margaret Flowers, recognizes the individual who has 

done the most work for the various and divergent civic activities and organizations in Escambia 

and Santa Rosa Counties. The individual may be from the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force 

or Coast Guard. 

    The nominees not only must be the best in civic achievements, but they must also be of the highest caliber of 

professionalism in their technical specialties and they must maintain a recruiter-image appearance. Everyone should have 

received an invitation to attend this special function. If you havenôt responded yet, please send in your form and be with us to 

recognize these outstanding Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines.  If you have a business, please consider sponsoring a table. 

This is the most well attended event of the year and the more sponsors we have; the more military personnel will be able to 

attend.  

   We will have an excellent speaker and our Master of Ceremonies will be Dan Shugart. Join us for this noontime affair. 

You will be surprised at the significant accomplishments made by these select individuals. It is the perfect time to show your 

support for our active duty personnel. Please join us at the New World Landing on February 25
th
. For more information please 

contact Peggy Pilcher, 476-6632 

T 

/car_rental/home.do;jsessionid=L5CTK79vphpV8GXBv1j2sgFlnnTDy3pD9BPTQyJYQnGpsCSQtZTV!-1305852889
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COUNCIL  MEMBER PROFILE  

CAPTAIN A. J. GALLARDO, JR., USN (RET)  

 
CAPT A. J. Gallardo, Jr., USN (Ret), was raised in Sacramento, 

California and graduated from the University of California, Berkeley in 

1977 through the NROTC Program. After a one year assignment to NAS 

Whidbey Island, he entered flight training and was designated a Naval 

Flight Officer in April 1979.   

CAPT Gallardoôs first operational tour was as a Tactical 

Navigator/Tactical Coordinator assigned to VP-8, Brunswick, Maine from 

August 1979 to December 1982.  While attached to the squadron he 

participated in three deployments to the Atlantic and Mediterranean and a 

South America UNITAS detachment. During his tour the squadron became 

the last active duty east coast squadron to transition from the P-3B to the P-

3C Update II.  January 1983 he reported to VP-31, Moffett Field, California as a Fleet Replacement 

NFO Instructor in the P3B MOD.  July 1985 he was assigned to Commander, Iceland Defense Force/Commander Fleet Air 

Keflavik as Flag Aide and subsequently Flag Secretary.  Departing Iceland in July 1987, he reported to Washington, D.C. as 

the Assistant for Flag Matters on the Chief of Naval Personnel staff.  In this capacity he drafted the FY88 and FY89 Flag 

Officer Promotion Plans.  After completing refresher training, CAPT Gallardo returned to Brunswick, Maine in October 1989 

for his Department Head tour in VP-10.  During this assignment he completed a fourth Atlantic/Mediterranean deployment and 

was assigned primary duties as the Safety, Training and Operations Officer for the squadron.  Following this tour he received 

orders as the Flag Secretary and Force Manpower Manager for Commander, Patrol Wings Atlantic commencing April 1991. 

CAPT Gallardo reported to Commander, Training Air Wing Six, Pensacola, Florida, December 1992, prior to his 

assignment as Executive Officer, Training Squadron Ten in March 1993. He assumed command of the ñWildcatsò March 1994.  

In June 1995 he reported for duty as Executive Officer, Naval Air Station Barbers Point, Hawaii.  Upon leaving Hawaii he was 

assigned as Head, Undergraduate Pilot/NFO Training and Naval Aviation Production Process Improvement (NAPPI) Program 

Manager on the Director, Air Warfare Staff, Washington, D.C. from January 1998 until August 2000.  He was then ordered to 

the Chief of Naval Education and Training Staff as the Aviation Training Program Manager.  CAPT 

Gallardo reported for duty as Commanding Officer, Naval Aviation Schools Command in June 2003 and 

held that position until his retirement after 28 years of service in June 2005.  He is currently working for 

CACI supporting Naval Aviation training, is on the Board of Directors for the Pensacola Council of the 

Navy League and is the former Commanding Officer of the Pensacola ANA ñGoshawkò Squadron. 

CAPT Gallardo has been awarded the Legion of Merit (two awards), the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the 

Meritorious Service Medal (three awards), the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (three awards) and various unit 

and service awards.  A. J. has the great fortune to be married to the former Cathleen Brown of Pensacola, Florida and they 

reside in Gulf Breeze, Florida. Their son, Nicholas, recently completed his graduate degree at Florida State University and their 

daughter, Caitlin, attends the University of Florida. 

 

TIDBITS  
A Tale of Two Generals  

 
eneral Douglas MacArthur was one of the most talented, flamboyant and controversial men ever to put on a military 

uniform. His remarkable achievements in World War II and the Korean War have led many to regard him as the greatest 

military man of all time. He certainly was a one-of-a-kind figure. Well, not exactly. There was another general from an earlier 

era whose career was remarkably similar. Like Douglas MacArthur, he earned his reputation fighting in the Pacific. Like 

Douglas MacArthur, he rose to become the highest-ranking general in the Army. And, like Douglas MacArthur, he was 

eventually removed by the president for insubordination and brought home, triggering a national controversy. 

Both men came within a hairsbreadth of being killed on the battlefield. Both were nominated as young officers for the 

Congressional Medal of Honor, but didnôt actually receive the award until decades later. Is it just an odd coincidence that 

Douglas MacArthurôs career so closely mirrored the life of this earlier military hero? Just a random happenstance? Unlikely, 

because that man was General Arthur MacArthur, Douglas MacArthurôs father, whose greatest legacy may have been the son 

who spent a lifetime trying to live up to his old man. Neither manôs ego was able to handle being subordinate to civilian 

authority. When President McKinley appointed a civilian governor of the Philippines, Arthur MacArthur, then military 

governor accused him of ñunconstitutional interference.ò Douglas MacArthur labeled his own sacking by the president as one 

of the most ñdisgraceful plotsò in US history.  
             Arthur MacArthur fought in the Civil War, the Indian Wars, and the Spanish-American 

war, while his son, Douglas, saw action in World War I, World War II and Korea. Together their 

careers spanned nearly a century of U.S. military history. 

 

 

G 
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ACTIVE DUTY MEMBER PROFILE  

CAPTAIN WILLIAM P. CUILIK , USN 

Commanding Officer   

Naval Aviation Schools Command  

 
CAPT William P. Cuilik, USN, graduated from Virginia Tech in June 1981 and entered the 

Navy through Aviation Officer Candidate School. He was commissioned in October 1981 

and following flight training at Naval Air Station  (NAS)  Corpus Christi, Texas and NAS 

Whiting Field, Florida, was designated a Naval Aviator in January 1983. 

          His first assignment was Fleet Composite Squadron EIGHT (VC-8), Naval Station 

Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, flying the SH-3 ñSea Kingò. His duties included squadron 

Public Affairs Officer, NATOPS instructor and Aircraft Division Officer. In 1986, CAPT 

Cuilik reported to HSL-41 for transition to the SH-60B ñSeaHawkò helicopter with a follow 

on tour as a Fleet Replacement Squadron (FRS) Instructor Pilot. At HSL-41, he served in the 

Administrative and Maintenance Departments. 

         He reported to HSL-45 in 1989, and was assigned to Detachment SEVEN. He 

completed law enforcement operations aboard USS Valley Forge (CG 50) and was forward 

deployed to NAF Atsugi, Japan, completing a Western Pacific deployment in USS Bunker 

Hill  (CG 52). As officer-in-charge of Detachment FIVE, he completed a second Western 

Pacific deployment in USS Vincennes (CG 49) and counter drug operations in USS Cowpens 

(CG 63). Ashore, he served as the Quality Assurance Officer, Administrative Officer and 

Operations Officer. 

         In 1992, CAPT Cuilik was assigned to HSL-49. As officer-in-charge of Detachment FIVE, he completed counter drug 

operations and a deployment to the Western Pacific/Arabian Gulf in USS Elliot  (DD 967). On his return, he assumed duties as 

the Squadron Maintenance Officer.  In 1995, CAPT Cuilik was assigned to the Office of the Chief of 

Naval Operations (N81) in Washington D.C. as a Force Structure and Programs Analyst. During 

this tour, he completed requirements for the Air Command and Staff College and earned a 

subspecialty in Operations Analysis. He returned to HSL-49 in 1998, as Executive Officer and 

served as Commanding Officer of the ñScorpionsò from March 2000 to June 2001. During his 

command, HSL-49 deployed seven detachments and earned the CNO Aviation Safety Award. 

         CAPT Cuilik reported to USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) as Air Boss in July 2001, completing an extended deployment 

in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in June 2002. He redeployed in January 2003, embarking Marine Air Group 13 and 

21 AV-8B aircraft as the Amphibious Task Force-West ''Harrier Carrier.'' During his tour, USS Bonhomme Richard was 

awarded the Battle Efficiency Award, Chief of Naval Operationôs Safety Award and the Allen G. Ogden Award for flight deck 

firefighting excellence. 

          Following his tour as Air Boss, CAPT Cuilik reported to U.S. Joint Forces Command, Joint C4ISR Battle Center, where 

he served as Director of Operations and Project Development. In March 2004, CAPT Cuilik assumed command of Helicopter 

Anti-Submarine (Light) Wing, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, later redesignated as Helicopter Maritime Strike Wing, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, 

Mayport, Florida. The 40 LAMPS detachments of HMS Winglant deployed worldwide conducting maritime intercept 

operations, counter narcotics operations, humanitarian assistance/disaster relief following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and 

operations in the Arabian Gulf, Mediterranean Sea, Caribbean Sea and Atlantic/Pacific Oceans in support of the Global War on 

Terrorism. 

          CAPT Cuilik reported to Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Japan (CNFJ), in August 2006 as Deputy Commander and 

Chief of Staff. During this tour, CNFJ paved the way for the successful transition of USS George Washington (CVN 73) to 

Japan in September 2008, marking the first homeport shift of a nuclear powered aircraft carrier outside of the United States.  

 

 

USS CHOSIN  (CG 65)  TRAINING EXERCISE IN GULF OF ADEN  
 
 

 

An Mk-45 five-inch .54-caliber gun is fired aboard guided-missile 

cruiser USS Chosin (CG 65) during a training exercise while underway 

in the Gulf of Aden December 27
th
, 2009. Chosin is the flagship of 

Combined Task Force 151, a multinational task force established to 

conduct counter piracy operations off the coast of Somalia.  

 

DoD photo by MC2 Matthew A. Hepburn, USN 
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MEDAL OF HONOR  

James E. Swett  

First Lieutenant, U.S. Marine Corps  
Marine Fighting Squadron 221, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1 st  Marine Aircraft Wing  

 

James Swett learned to fly in junior college in San Mateo, California, and graduated from the 

Civilian Pilot Training Program just before Pearl Harbor with 450 hours in the air. He enlisted in the 

Navy and became an aviation cadet, but halfway through the program, one of his officers persuaded 

him to become a Marine Corps pilot. 

 Lieutenant Swett landed on Guadalcanal, in the Solomon Islands, in the spring of 1943 as 

part of Marine Fighting Squadron 221. He had not yet been in combat on the morning of April 7
th
 

when he led a squadron of Grumman Wildcats on routine dawn patrol. Upon landing to refuel, he 

learned that Japanese Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto had ordered a major strike against Guadalcanal. 

In all, 76 American planes would have to defend against a wave of 150 Japanese bombers and 

fighter escorts. Swettôs Wildcats immediately got back in the air and engaged a formation of twenty 

Japanese dive- bombers that were readying an attack on American ships below. In the intense action 

of the next few minutes, always wondering if the Zeros above would pounce on him and the other Wildcats, Swett shot down 

seven of the dive-bombers. He was going for an eighth when the friendly fire of American 

anti-aircraft guns below punched a hole in his wing. Low on ammunition, he drew close to the 

Japanese plane from behind. As the rear gunner in the dive-bomber fired on him, hitting his 

engine and shattering his windscreen, Swett fired his last few rounds, killing the gunner and setting the plane on fire. In this 

single combat mission lasting little more than fifteen minutes, he had become an ace. He would go on to down eight more 

Japanese aircraft during his combat tour in the Solomans. 

 Swettôs Wildcat lost altitude rapidly. Too low to bail out, he crash-landed hard in the ocean and jumped into the water 

as the plane began to sink. He was worried that the blood from his broken nose would attract sharks, but a Coast Guard picket 

boat soon spotted him and came alongside. ñAre you an American?ò one of the sailors yelled. ñDamn right!ò he yelled back. 

 For his actions on that memorable day of April 7
th
, Lieutenant Swett received the Medal of Honor on October 10

th
, 

1943, from Major General Ralph Mitchell in a brief ceremony on an airstrip on Espiritu Santo Island, New Hebrides. In the 

spring of 1944, he was flown to Washington D.C. to meet President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who said to him, ñMany hearty 

congratulations, son.ò 

 Swett spent the next several weeks training a new squadron of F4U Corsair fighter pilots, then returned to the Pacific 

and was stationed aboard the USS Bunker Hill (CV 17) as a carrier pilot. On May 11
th
, 1945, as he was flying above the Bunker 

Hill, two kamikazes scored direct hits on the carrier, making it impossible for him to land. After putting down dye markers to 

aid in the rescue of the sailors who jumped overboard, he rallied the two dozen planes in the area and led them to the USS 

Enterprise (CV 6), where they landed safely. 

B LACK ACES TAKE OFF FROM USS NIMITZ (CVN 68)  

Two F/A-18F Super Hornet aircraft assigned to the ñBlack Acesò of Strike Fighter Squadron 

41 launch from the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) January 5
th
, while 

underway in the North Arabian Sea. The Nimitz Carrier Strike Group is on a routine 

deployment to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations. 

DoD photo by MC2 John Philip Wagner Jr., USN 

 

NEW WALT ER  REED HOSPITAL ON TRACK  

 
ealignment of military medical facilities in the national capital region, ordered by the Base Realignment and Closure 

Commission, is on track to meet the commissionôs deadline. The Walter Reed Army Medical Center is consolidating with 

the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland, and a new hospital is under construction at Fort Belvoir, Virginia.  

 

The new Walter Reed National Military Medical Center on the Bethesda campus is more than 60 percent complete. New 

inpatient and outpatient additions are under construction, and work is beginning for wounded warrior lodging, a dining facility, 

an administrative complex, a gym and a parking garage complex.  

 

Meanwhile, the Fort Belvoir Community Hospital is more than 50 percent complete, and will provide a total replacement of the 

existing community hospital. 

 

R 
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BATTLESHIP MISSO URI  MEMORIAL  

 
Tugboats guide the Battleship Missouri Memorial back to its pier at Ford Island in 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, January 7
th
, 2010, following three months and $18 million of 

preservation and maintenance repairs at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard.  

 

DoD photo by MC2 Robert Stirrup, USN   yRodney Rich & Company, Inc.x 
 

 

TWENTY CITIES CHOSEN TO HOST ôNAVY WEEKõ 

tlanta is among 20 cities chosen as a host city for the United States Navyôs Navy Week celebration. The event is 

scheduled for October 11-17. Each year the U.S. Navy conducts about 20 Navy Weeks. The events are designed to 

connect with communities throughout the country and help Americans learn more about the Navy, its purpose and capabilities. 

During the week, the Navy visits local schools, engages with local governmental and corporate entities and holds 

demonstrations by the Navyôs Blue Angels, Leap Frogs Parachute Team, divers, flight simulators, etc. Among some of the 

other cities chosen are: Tampa; Phoenix; Birmingham; Chicago; Baltimore; Cleveland and Dallas. More info at 

www.navyweek.org. Tampa Navy Week Airfest: March 13
th
 -21

st
; Phoenix Navy Week Baseball Spring Training: March 22

nd
 - 

29
th
; Charleston Navy Week Air Expo: April 12

th
 -18

th
; San Antonio Navy Week Fiesta San Antonio: April 15

th
 -25

th
; Des 

Moines Navy Week Drake Relays: April 19
th
 -24

th
; Kansas City Navy Week Sound of Speed Air Show: April 24

th
  - 2

nd
  May; 

Birmingham Navy Week Tuscaloosa Airshow: May 2
nd

 -9
th
; Spokane Navy Week Lilac Festival: May 8

th
 -16

th
; Little Rock 

Navy Week  Riverfest: May 24
th
 -30

th
; Milwaukee Navy Week Milwaukee Air & Water Show: June 7

th
 -13

th
; Boston Navy 

Week Harbor Fest: June 30
th
  - 7

th
 July; Minneapolis Navy Week Aquatennial: July 17

th
 -25

th
; Chicago Navy Week 52

nd
 Annual 

Air & Water Show: August 7
th
 -15

th
;  Boise Navy Week Western Idaho Fair: August 20

th
 -29

th
; Baltimore Navy Week 

Maryland State Fair: August 28
th
  - 6

th
 September; Cleveland Navy Week Cleveland National Airshow: August 30

th
 - 6

th
  

September; St. Louis Navy Week St. Louis Airshow: September 6
th
 -12

th
; Salt Lake City Navy Week Utah State Fair: 

September 9
th
 -19

th
; Atlanta Navy Week Wings over Marietta Airshow: October 11

th
 -17

th
 and Dallas Navy Week Ft. Worth 

Alliance Airshow: October 25
th
 -31

st
. 

USS CARL VINSON (CVN 70)  
 

The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) departs Naval Station Norfolk, 

Virginia, January 12
th
, 2010. Carl Vinson is underway following a four-year refueling and 

complex overhaul to take part in the multinational exercise ñSouthern Seas 2010,ò after which it 

will change homeports from Norfolk to San Diego, California. 

 

DoD photo by MC2 Rafael Martie, USN 

 

USS INDIANAPOLIS (CA 35)  SURVIVOR STATUE UNVEILED  
 

 statue of a survivor of the USS Indianapolis (CA 35) was unveiled at City Market when the nation 

observed Pearl Harbor Day. The black granite statue is a likeness of Indianapolis resident James E. 

OôDonnell, 89, one of 317 men who survived the torpedoing of the ship in the early hours of July 30
th
, 

1945. Mayor Greg Ballard said the statue serves as a reminder ñthat freedom has a cost, a cost that is still 

being paid today.ò OôDonnell, who was a water tender third class, retired from the Indianapolis Fire 

Department in 1981 after 35 years of service. He was aboard the ship on its run to the island of Tinian, 

where it delivered the atomic bomb destined for Hiroshima. The statue, paid for through private donations, 

weighs 1,200 pounds and was designed by Stone Spectrum in Arcadia, Indiana. 

 

MARINES WILL GET PROWLERS  

 
he Navy will transfer 16 EA-6B Prowler electronic attack aircraft with updated jamming equipment to the Marine Corps 

by 2013 as the Navy transitions to the EA-18G Growler. The Marine Corps also intends to purchase another 16 of the 

aircraft for $15 million each in the same time period, bringing the total number of updated Prowlers to 32.  

         The Marine Corps should start seeing the updated Prowlers in March. The Prowler provides the Marine Corps primary 

electronic warfare capability. In Iraq and Afghanistan, Prowlers are also countering roadside bombs and blocking insurgentsô 

cell phone communications. 

 

A 

A 

T 

http://www.navyweek.org/tampa2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/phoenix2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/charleston2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/sanantonio2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/desmoines2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/desmoines2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/kansascity2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/birmingham2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/spokane2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/littlerock2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/littlerock2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/milwaukee2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/boston2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/boston2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/minneapolis2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/chicago2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/boise2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/baltimore2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/cleveland2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/stlouis2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/saltlakecity2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/atlanta2010/index.html
http://www.navyweek.org/dallas2010/index.html
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2010 OFFICERS/BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

PENSACOLA COUNCIL  

NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES  
 

 OFFICE   NAME  

 President   FORCM Bob Anderson, USN (Ret) 

 1
st
 Vice President CNOCM Mark Harden, USN (Ret)   

 2
nd

 Vice President Mr. Buck Mitchell    

 3
rd
 Vice President CAPT A.J. Gallardo, USN (Ret)  

 Judge Advocate Mr. Tom Gonzalez   

 Chaplain   Rev. John Gray  

 Treasurer   CAPT Fred Sitten , USN (Ret)  

 Secretary Mrs. Betty Williams   

 Past President  Mr. Bobby Riggs  

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS TERM OF OFFICE 

 

2008,09,10 Ms. Jeri Blankenbeck   

2008,09,10 Mr. Buck Mitchell 

2008,09,10 Mr. Pete Moore 

2008,09,10 NCC Kenneth Ruber, USN (Ret) 

2008,09,10 CAPT Fred Sitten, USN (Ret)  

2008,09,10 VADM Jerry Unruh, USN (Ret) 

2009,10,11 Ms. Nancy Fetterman 

2009,10,11 Mr. Tom Furr 

2009,10,11 Mr. Bill Dagnall 

2010,11,12 Mrs. Stacy Brown 

2010,11,12 Rev John Gray 

2010,11,12 Mrs. Betty Williams 

2010,11,12 CTICM Butch Wallace, USN (Ret) 

2010,11,12 Councilman  P.C. Wu   

Board Emeritus   Mr. Ron Yeakle  

 

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE BOARD 

 
 Sea Cadets         Mr. Darrell Harp   

 Military Liaison      Mr. Harry White   

 Executive Secretary   Mrs. Christy Miller 

 Bullhorn Editor  CTICM Butch Wallace, USN (Ret)  

 USCG Representative  Mr. Gerry McGill  

 

NATIONAL NAVY LEAGUE REPRESENTATIVES 

 
National Director - CAPT Tom Pruter, USN (Ret) 

National Director - CAPT Hans Krucke, USNR (Ret) 

National Director ï CAPT Walt Reese, USN (Ret) 

President, Gulf Coast East Area ï Mr. John Ochs 

ADMIRALS CLUB STEERING COMMITTEE 

 
Mr. Buck Mitchell ï Chairman 

Mr. Ron Yeakle 

Ms. Jeri Blankenbeck 

VADM Jerry Unruh, USN (Ret) 

CTICM Butch Wallace, USN (Ret) 

 

COMMUNITY AFFILIATES  ð Total 20  

 
Aviations Systems of NW FL, Inc. 

The Boeing Company 

Cat Country 98.7 

D&B Builders, Inc. 

Daleôs Marine Construction 

Enterprise 

Ken Griffin Landscape 

L-3 Communications Vertex 

Levin, Papantonio 

Lewis Bear Company 

McMahon-Hadder Insurance Co. 

Navy Federal Credit Union 

North Pensacola Optimist Club 

Pen Air Federal Credit Union 

Pensacola News Journal 

Pensacola Pelicans 

Pete Moore Chevrolet 

Roads Inc. of NWF 

Rodney Rich & Company, Inc. 

WEAR TV 3 
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GUIDED MISSILE DESTROYERS IN JAPAN  
 

The guided-missile destroyers USS Fitzgerald (DDG 62) and USS Lassen (DDG 82) are 

moored at Fleet Activities Yokosuka, Japan, December 28
th
 2009, during a holiday stand 

down. Both destroyers s are assigned to Destroyer Squadron 15, and 

are permanently forward-deployed to Yokosuka, Japan. 

 

DoD photo by MC2 Byron C. Linder, USN 

 

 

SECDEF: BUY 17 LCSõS THROUGH 2015  

 
.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates directed the Navy to buy 17 more Littoral Combat Ships (LCS) 

through 2015.  The ships, which are designed to operate in shallow coastal waters, are built by 

Lockheed Martin Corporation and General Dynamics Corporation.  The Navy, in August, proposed buying 

15, down from a planned 29 because of budget pressure. Gates, in a December 23
rd
 directive to the military 

services, told the Navy to buy 17, adding $1.21 billion to its proposed five-year budget. Lockheed and General Dynamics each 

already have contracts to build two and would compete for contracts for the next 17 - the first 10 in fiscal 2011. Gatesôs 

unreleased document is the basis for the defense budget. Navy officials say they still plan ultimately to increase the fleet to 313 

ships from 286 now and to buy the initially planned total of 55 LCS. Gates has called the ship ña key capability for presence, 

stability and counterinsurgency operations in coastal regions.ò Still, the Navy offered to trim the program by 4.5 percent. The 

ships have a draft of no more than 20 feet, enabling them to operate close to coasts. Lockheedôs plant in Moorestown, New 

Jersey, is managing the design and construction of its ship in concert with designer Gibbs & Cox Inc., Marinette, Wisconsin.  

Marine and Bollinger Shipyards of Lockport, Louisiana General Dynamics is designing and building its model with Austal-

USA and is supervising construction of the first ship at Austalôs shipyard in Mobile, Alabama.  
 

AHOY NEW MEMBERS     
 

e are pleased to welcome the following new members to the Pensacola Council and express our gratitude to those who 

are their sponsors. With your help, our council will be able to assist our Sea Services who are dedicated to protecting our  

homeland and preserving our freedoms. yLevin, Papantoniox  
Name                                                                              Town Sponsor 
Thomas I. King Gulf Breeze, FL 

Jerry Kindle Pensacola, FL Mark Harden 

Dolly Graziani Milton, FL Butch Wallace

               Total Membership - 384 

 

                                          Admirals Club  
                                                       Dolly Graziani                                                 

                                                           

         Total Membership ï 84 

 

SCIENCE IS RE -GROWING BODY PARTS FOR WOUNDED WARRIORS  

 
o far, 5,000 men and women have given their lives while serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. But, there are nearly 1,000 more 

soldiers who are coming home with devastating injuries. Amputations, skin grafts and plastic surgeries are the painful 

battles these wounded warriors face on the home front. Now science has a way to re-grow body parts.  Soon, amputations could 

be a thing of the past, as doctors grow new body parts. "We obviously have the potential to create a whole human in nine 

months," says Dr. Steve Badylak, Director of the McGowan Institute for Regenerative Medicine in Pittsburgh. At the 

University of Pittsburgh, researchers are using powder made from a pig's bladder to re-grow fingers. In soldiers with more 

serious injuries, the goal is to at least create fingertips. "Stimulating the growth of 10 to 11mm of length allows them to make 

change at a grocery store, turn the key in the car, and hold a fork," says Dr. Badylak. Other researchers are working to 

reconstruct faces damaged by war. Dr. Joseph Vacanti, a pediatric surgeon at Massachusetts General Hospital for Children at 

Harvard Medical School is engineering ears in his lab. Already successful in mice, Dr. Vacanti says he plans to implant the 

first ear on a human within a year. Dr. Anthony Atala, Director of the Wake Forest Institute for Regenerative Medicine, takes a 

piece of skin from a soldier and cooks it in an oven-like device. Racks stretch the skin until it covers the size of the wound. 

DoD is providing Wake Forest, Pittsburgh, Rutgers, and the Cleveland Clinic $85 million over the next five years to perfect 

organ and tissue-growing techniques.  
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COAST GUARD TO END LORAN -C 
 

he U.S. Coast Guard's Director of Prevention Policy announced plans to cease broadcasting the North American Loran-C 

signal February 8
th
. As a result of technological advancements during the last 20 years and the emergence of the U.S. 

Global Positioning System, Loran-C is no longer required by the armed forces and is used by only a small segment of the 

population.  

 

CARRIER AIR WING 11  
 

U.S. Navy F/A-18C Hornet aircraft, assigned to Carrier Air Wing 11, fly in formation January 

7
th
, near the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68), which is underway in the North Arabian Sea as 

part of its deployment to the U.S. 5
th
 Fleet area of responsibility.  

 

DoD photo by MC2 John Philip Wagner Jr., USN 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

Military Recognition Luncheon 

New World Landing 

February 25
th
 

 

NJROTC Recognition 

April  

 

Enlisted Appreciation Breakfast 

May 6
th
  

 

Military Spouse Appreciation Luncheon 

May 20
th
  

 

Military Appreciation Month 

May  

 

Navy League Bar-B-Q 

Yacht Club 

September 23
rd
  

 

 
CBP TAKES DELIVERY OF FIRST MARITIME PREDATOR UAS  

 
ustoms and Border Protection (CBP) took delivery of its sixth Predator B Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS), the latest 

aircraft being the first maritime variant, which will go through what the agency hopes will be an abbreviated operational 

test and evaluation phase early this year before beginning operations in the eastern Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea. The 

first General Atomics-built MQ-9 Predator B Guardian will be based out of Cape Canaveral Air Station, Florida and will do 

mostly counter-drug missions.  The aircraft will do a lot of missions for the Joint Interagency Task Force-South, which is part 

of the U.S. Southern Command. Navy and CBP P-3 aircraft along with Coast Guard C-130 aircraft currently perform 

surveillance missions for JIATF-South in the Gulf and Caribbean. Adding another air asset will augment the surveillance 

mission. A second Predator has also been purchased by CBP and is slated for delivery in late January and will be deployed to 

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, Texas, which hosts one of CBP's P-3 branches. The Texas-based Guardian will focus on 

missions in the western Gulf of Mexico, and the maritime regions around South Texas, Mexico and 

Central America. The difference between the Predator B and Predator B Guardian is that the maritime 

variant will be fitted with belly-mounted sea search radar, Raytheon's (RTN) SeaVue Marine Search 

Radar. Another change in the Guardian is an Automatic Identification System, which in combination 

with the SeaVue radar will help identify vessels at sea beyond the range of Coast Guard vessels. 

Guardian is also equipped with a laser, which helps to identify surface targets.  
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REPLENISHMENT AT SEA OPERATIONS  

 
 

The guided missile destroyer USS Sampson (DDG 102) and an MH-60S Knighthawk 

helicopter assigned to the Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 23 conduct replenishment at sea 

January 14
th
, 2010 while underway in the North Arabian Sea. Nimitz Carrier Strike Group is 

on a routine deployment to the U.S. 5
th
 Fleet area of operations.  

 

DoD photo by MC2 John Philip Wagner, Jr., USN 

 

 

MILITARY PLANES TO FLY OUT OF MAINE AS NEW ENGLAND'S LAST 

ACTIVE -DUTY AIR BASE CLOSES  
 

CDR Mike Parker, USN, Commanding Officer of VP-26, made their final wave of 

departures, marking a milestone in the closing of the last active-duty military air 

base in New England. Crews from VP-26 are on a six-month deployment to El 

Salvador, Italy and the Horn of Africa.  After that, they'll rejoin the rest of 

Brunswick aircraft that have relocated to Florida's Jacksonville Naval Air Station.           

With the aircraft gone, there'll be a gradual drawdown of personnel until the base 

closes for good by May 2011. 

   Activity on the sprawling coastal base 20 miles northeast of Portland has 

been winding down over the past year since the first P-3 Orion squadron departed. 

Once there were 4,000 sailors, but the number has dwindled to roughly 500. After 

VP-26 and its 350 personnel left, only a skeleton crew now remains.  

  Situated on 3,200 acres, Brunswick Naval Air Station opened during World War II  to train British and Canadian 

pilots. After the war, the base was deactivated for a time before the U.S. Navy moved in. Since then, maritime patrol aircraft 

including the P-3 Orions, which first flew in the early 1960s, have operated from the base. They 

use four turboprop engines that sip fuel, allowing them to fly for 12-hour stretches either over 

the deep blue ocean hunting enemy submarines or over land where theyôve flown missions over 

Bosnia, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

  The base saw its heyday during the Cold War, when the Navy had patrol aircraft 

stationed at the four corners of the continental United States to interdict Soviet subs. The decision to shutter Brunswick Naval 

Air Station was made in the final round of closings by the Base Closure and Realignment Commission in 2005. The Navy 

initially wanted to mothball the base, keeping alive the possibility of future activation, but that would've meant an uncertain 

future in which the community would be unable to redevelop the property; therefore, the commissioners decided to shutter the 

base altogether. 

  Even though the base wonôt close until 2011, the redevelopment authority hopes to begin reusing the twin runways for 

general aviation this summer. The first tenants are Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, which has residential campuses in 

Florida and Arizona, and Southern Maine Community College, which will open a branch at the 

base. There also has been talk of Oxford Aviation coming to Brunswick. The company provides 

custom painting and alterations on private aircraft. The recession hasnôt created the best 

environment for redeveloping the base, but the redevelopment authority is getting a base that's in 

shipshape condition. Before deciding to close the base, the Navy resurfaced the runways, overhauled 

the control tower and refurbished most of the base housing to the tune of more than $100 million. There are airplane hangars, 

baseball fields, and 700 family homes. 

 For VP-26, it seems fitting that it's the last squadron to leave Brunswick, since it was the first squadron to call 

Brunswick home after World War II. 

 

COMMISSIONING CEREMONY FOR USS INDEPENDENCE (LCS 2)  
 

he littoral combat ship USS Independence (LCS 2) is pierside January 16
th
, 

during the shipôs commissioning ceremony in Mobile, Alabama. Independence 

is the second of two littoral combat ships designed to operate in shallow water 

environments to counter threats in coastal regions.  

 

DoD photo by MC1 Tiffini Jones Vanderwyst, USN 
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P ENSACOLA COUNCIL/NATIONAL APPLICATION  

 

NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES  

Annual Membership Dues 

        

_____Individual one year - $80*  _____Individual two year - $120*      _____ Individual three year -  $155* 

  

   _____ Joint Husband/Wife - $115* Spouseôs first name_______________   _____Active Duty Spouse -$60* 

             *Includes first year local council dues of $30.00. Local dues will be billed annually.   

 

Life Membership 

 _____Individual life member -  $530**                                          ____Joint husband/wife life member - $780** 

**After the life membership is paid, $30 local dues will be assessed on an annual basis. 

 

All of the above assessments include national dues and a subscription to SEA POWER Magazine. 

   

ADMIRALS CLUB 
you wish to give extra support and leadership to the Councilôs local programs, please join the Admiralôs Club. 

 

_____Yes, I want to join and I have added an additional $60 contribution 

 

 

Membership is open to U.S. citizens who are not on active duty with a military service. 

. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

                         Rank/Title               First Name                    M.I.                           Last Name 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

                         Address                                                         City                                 State                 ZIP 

 

                         Phone (Home)_________________________ Phone (Business)______________________ 

 

 E-Mail Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

                          _____Yes _____No - I wish to receive BULLHORN Newsletter, Local Event Information and  

                         Annual Dues Renewal information via my above email address. (Note:  if No, information will be  

                         sent via mail to your  above address.)                                       

 

                         ___________________________________________________________________________ 

                         Applicantôs date of birth                      Spouseôs Name                    Spouseôs date of birth 

 

 Sponsorôs name (optional)______________________________________________________ 

  

Mail applications to 

Pensacola Council, Navy League of the U.S. 

P.O box 17486 Pensacola, FL 32522 

 

                         * You should receive your Local Welcome Aboard Package and ID Card within 2 weeks from the date of                                                                 

                          receipt. Please allow up to 3 weeks for processing of your National application.   
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Sponsorship for The Navy League Bullhorn Newsletter is available to any business. For 

more information, please contact the Navy League Office. 


