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Captain Gary Edwards, USN, graduated from Fort Valley State College with a 
Bachelor of Science in Computer Information Systems in 1985. He also holds a 
Master of Science Degree in Information Systems from the Naval Post Graduate 
School and a Master of Science Degree in National Resource Strategy from the 
Industrial College of the Armed Forces. 
 
In 1986, he was commissioned a Surface Warfare Officer and was assigned to the 
USS Saginaw (LST 1188). CAPT Edwards later became a Navy Cryptologist and 
was then assigned in 1991 to the Naval Communication and Telecommunications 
Area Master Station, Guam, as the Communications and Fleet Support Officer. 
 
In 1993 he was assigned to the National Security Agency as the Branch Chief. In 
1996, he reported to Commander, Naval Forces Europe where he was a staff 
Cryptologist. In 1999, CAPT Edwards reported to Commander, Cruiser Destroyer 
Group Eight and embarked onboard USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) as the 
Cryptologic Resource Coordinator and Anti-terrorist Force Protection Officer.  
 
In July 2001 CAPT Edwards reported to Naval Security Group Activity, Fort 
Gordon, as the Executive Officer. In January 2003, he assumed responsibilities as 

Commanding Officer. In January 2005, he was assigned to the Joint Staff, J6. CAPT Edwards was then assigned to the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense for Policy, Forces Transformation and Resource Office. 
 
On June 26th, CAPT Edwards relieved CAPT Connie Frizzell, USN (Ret) as the Commanding Officer of the Center for 
Information Dominance, Corry Station at a ceremony conducted at the Naval Aviation Museum. 
 
His personal decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal (2 awards), Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Service 
Commendation Medal (2 awards), Navy Commendation Medal (2 awards) and the Navy Achievement Medal (3 awards). 
 
 

�
�� #��!�&�!����*�*+�

�
t’s that time again – the annual Navy League Chicken Bar-B-Q at the Pensacola Yacht Club on September 29th.  Please make  
plans to attend this very successful and well-attended event. This occasion is also the Pensacola Council’s membership drive  

– bring a friend, couple, business associate, or relative.  Local commanding officers, command master chiefs, and elected 
officials will also be invited to this function. It will give our membership the opportunity to mingle and meet with some of our 
local military and civilian leaders in the area. This gathering professes to be one of the local council’s best events of the year.  �
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fter the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7th, 1941, Murphy, who was then just 15 years old, tried to enlist in the 
military, but the services rejected him for being under age. In June 1942, shortly after his 16th birthday, his sister Corrine 

adjusted his birth date so he appeared to be 18 and he was legally allowed to enlist.  Murphy was accepted into the United 
States Army after being turned down by the Marines and the paratroopers for being too short (5ft 5 in) and of slight build (110 
lbs). He was also turned down by the Navy for similar reasons. He was sent to Camp Wolters, Texas, for basic training and 
during a session of close order drill, passed out. His company commander tried to have him transferred to a cook and bakers' 
school because of his baby-faced youthfulness, but Murphy insisted on becoming a combat soldier. His wish was granted and 
after 13 weeks of basic training, he was sent to Fort Meade, Maryland for advanced infantry training.  

Murphy still had to "fight the system" to get overseas and into combat. His persistence 
paid off, and in early 1943, he was shipped out to Casablanca, Morocco as a replacement in 
Company B, 1st  Battalion, 15th   Infantry Regiment, 3rd  Infantry Division. Murphy saw no action 
in Africa. His combat initiation came when he took part in the liberation of Sicily on July 10th, 
1943. He contracted malaria while in Sicily, an illness which put him in the hospital several times 
during his Army years.  

After Sicily was secured from the Germans, the 3rd Division invaded the Italian mainland, 
landing near Salerno in September 1943. While leading a night patrol, Murphy, then a corporal, 
and his men ran into German soldiers but fought their way out of an ambush, taking cover in a 
rock quarry. The German command sent a squad of soldiers in, but they were stopped by intense 
resistance. Murphy was promoted to sergeant.  

Following participation in the Italian campaign, the 3rd Division invaded Southern France 
on August 15th, 1944 in “Operation Anvil-Dragoon.” Shortly thereafter, Murphy's best friend, 
Lattie Tipton, was killed by a German soldier in a machine gun nest. Murphy went into a rage, and 

single-handedly wiped out the German machine gun crew which had just killed his friend. He then used the German machine 
gun and grenades to destroy several other nearby enemy positions. For this act, Murphy received the Distinguished Service 
Cross. During seven weeks of fighting in that campaign in France, Murphy's division suffered 4,500 casualties.  

Just weeks later, he received two Silver Stars for further heroic actions. Murphy, by now a staff sergeant and holding 
the position of Platoon Sergeant, was eventually awarded a battlefield commission to second lieutenant, which elevated him to 
the Platoon Leader position. He was wounded in the hip by a sniper's ricocheting bullet 12 days after the promotion and spent 
ten weeks recuperating. Within days of returning to his unit, and still bandaged, he became Company Commander on January 
25th, 1945, and suffered further wounds from a mortar round which killed two others nearby. 

The next day, January 26th, when the temperature was 14° F with 24 inches of snow on the ground, the battle at 
Holtzwihr, France began with Murphy's unit at an effective strength of 19 out of 128. 
Murphy sent all of his men to the rear while he took pot-shots at the Germans until out of 
ammunition. He then proceeded to use an abandoned, burning tank’s 50 caliber machine 
gun to cut into the German infantry,  including one full squad of German infantry that had 

crawled in a ditch to within 100 feet of his position. Wounded in the leg during heavy fire, he continued this nearly single-
handed battle for almost an hour. His focus on the battle before him stopped only when his telephone line to the artillery fire 
direction center was cut. As his remaining men came forward, he quickly organized them to conduct a counter attack, which 
ultimately drove the enemy away from Holtzwihr. For these actions, Murphy was awarded the Medal of Honor.  

Murphy was then removed from the front lines and made a liaison officer; he was promoted to 1st lieutenant on 
February 22nd, 1945. On June 2nd, 1945, LtGen Alexander Patch, USA, Commander of the U.S. Seventh Army, presented him 
with the Medal of Honor and Legion of Merit. The Legion of Merit was awarded for outstanding services with the 3rd Infantry 
Division during January 22nd, 1944 to February 18th, 1945. In early June 1945, one month after Germany's surrender, he 
returned from Europe to a hero's welcome in his home state of Texas, where he was feted with parades, banquets, and 
speeches. Murphy was discharged from active duty with the U.S. Army as a First Lieutenant, at Fort Sam Houston in San 
Antonio, Texas on August 17th, 1945, and discharged from the U.S. Army on September 21st, 1945.  

Audie Murphy was credited with destroying six tanks in addition to killing over 240 German soldiers and wounding 
and capturing many others. Audie Murphy received 33 U.S. medals, plus five medals from France and one from Belgium. It 
has been said that he received every U.S. medal available at the time; 5 of them awarded more than once. His principal U.S. 
decorations included the Medal of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross, two Silver Stars, the Legion of Merit, two Bronze Stars 
with Valor device, and three Purple Hearts. Murphy participated in campaigns in North Africa, Sicily, Italy, France and 
Germany.  During the French Campaign, Murphy was awarded two Presidential Citations, one from the 3rd Infantry Division, 
and one from the 15th Infantry Regiment during the Holtzwihr action. The French government awarded Murphy their highest 
award, the Legion of Honor (Grade of Chevalier). He also received two Croix de Guerre medals from France and the Croix de 
Guerre 1940 Palm from Belgium.  
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After the Korean War broke out in June 1950, Murphy joined the 36th Infantry Division of the Texas National Guard; 
however, that division was not called up for combat duty. By the time he left the Guard in 1966, Murphy had attained the rank 
of major. 
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he Pensacola Council of the Navy League of the United States is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization and contributions are 
tax deductible in accordance with Federal Tax Law.  

 
Russell Stewart Memorial Scholarship Fund $____ 
Ship Visit Receptions $_______ 
U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps $_____ 

Bullhorn Sponsorship $_______ 
USS Forrest Sherman Donations $_______ 
Captain Jim Harvey Memorial Award $______ 
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From left, the amphibious dock landing ship USS Chung-Hoon (DDG 93), the 
Singaporean Navy tank landing ship RSS Endeavour (210), the Singaporean 
Navy frigate RSS Stalwart (72), the guided-missile destroyer USS Chafee (DDG 
90), the Singaporean Navy frigate RSS Intrepid (69) and the amphibious dock 
landing ship USS Harpers Ferry (LSD 49) maneuver in formation while under 
way in the South China Sea for the at-sea phase of Cooperation Afloat Readiness 
and Training (CARAT) 2009. CARAT is a series of bilateral exercises held 
annually in Southeast Asia to strengthen relationships and enhance the 
operational readiness of participating forces. 
DoD photo courtesy of the USN 
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he sailors returning on the aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) in July got a glimpse of the future of flight deck 
operations. Stennis' air wing tested out a new concept of operations, going out to sea with more helicopters than ever. For 

the first time, the carrier launched and landed fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters at the same time, opening the door for faster, 
more complex missions. “This is a new way of doing business," said CAPT Christopher Murray, USN, Commander of Carrier 
Air Wing 9. The new "Helo ConOps" has been planned for more than a decade and comes as the Navy moves to the newer 
helicopter model MH-60 Sierras and Romeos, replacing the older Bravos, Hotels and Foxtrots. Traditionally, wings deployed 

with 12 helos, but the new configuration calls for 19 which puts 13 on the carrier instead of six. 
Previously, all active aircraft were directly visible from the tower. Under the new configuration, 
the wing has two full squadrons with both skippers out at sea. Previously, wings had one 
squadron with a commander and a detachment that was under control of a shore-based 
commander. CAPT Donald Williamson, USN, Commander of the Helicopter Maritime Strike 

Wing said, "The bottom line is the capability we had to do ASW was so much better than what we had before. That was the big 
difference." By 2016, all 10 carrier air wings will have a helicopter maritime strike squadron, and all strike groups will deploy 
with the new configuration. For now, the Navy will be using a mix. 
 

"678� ������� !���&����%����!'!(�����!�(�����9�#�&� ��!����
�

t’s déjà vu all over again: More than 60 years after baseball legend Yogi Berra served as a sailor in World War II, he’s being 
recognized by the Navy Memorial with this year’s Lone Sailor Award. Berra, famed for his exploits as a New York Yankees 

catcher and a distinctive manipulator of the English language, exemplifies the Navy’s core 
values, according to an announcement from the Navy Memorial. “Our honorees are living 
examples of how service to country changes lives and helps develop leaders,” said retired 
RADM Edward Walker, Jr., president and CEO of the Navy Memorial. “The common theme 

they all express is that their public service has given them a solid foundation for their careers and instilled in them the enduring 
values that propels them to continue to serve their communities.” Berra interrupted his baseball career during WWII to enlist in 
the Navy. He served aboard a missile boat during the Allied invasion of Normandy on D-Day in 1944. When the war was over 
he began playing in the Major Leagues, where he went on to a Hall of Fame career with the Yankees. Also to be honored at the 
Navy Memorial’s Lone Sailor ceremony in September are Leonard Lauder, chairman of the cosmetics giant Estée Lauder, who 
is a former Navy supply officer; and Frederick Smith, CEO of FedEx, who is a former Marine officer. 
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he Pensacola Council of the Navy League and the Pensacola Chapter of Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge will jointly 
sponsor the “Annual Prisoner of War Luncheon” on Tuesday, September 22nd, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at the Heritage Hall 

in Seville Quarter.  
This is one function that everyone should plan on attending. This year’s recipient is an extra special individual. His 

name is COL Bud Day, USAF (Ret) and he is not only a former Prisoner of War, but is also the recipient of the Medal of 
Honor. COL Day is this nation’s most decorated officer since GEN Douglas MacArthur, USA (Ret). He holds nearly 70 
military decorations and awards, of which more than 50 are for combat. He is also the author of his POW autobiography 
“Return with Honor.”  
 Shot down over North Vietnam on August 26th, 1967, COL Day spent 67 months as a Prisoner of War. He was the 
only POW to escape from prison in North Vietnam and then to re recaptured by the Viet Cong in the South. Mark your 
calendars to attend this special function.  
 

 Previous recipients of the POW Award 
 

1999 Mr. Dave Jones   
2000 CWO3 Kirby Raines, USN (Ret) 
2001 Mr. Ron Yeakle 
2002 CAPT J. B. McKamey, USN (Ret) 
2003 CAPT Fred “Bill” Franke, Jr., USN (Ret) 
2004 LTCOL Norman H. Stutzer, USAF (Ret) 

        2004  Judge Joseph Tarbuck 
        2004 CAPT Charles F. Klusman, USN (Ret) 

2005 CAPT Ross Terry, USN (Ret) 
2006 CDR Ralph E. Gaither, USN (Ret) 
2007 LTCOL Thomas S. Pyle, II, USAF (Ret) 
2008 CDR Robert Flynn, USN (Ret) 
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The “Wildcats” of Training Squadron TEN (VT-10) held their Change of Command at 
Forrest Sherman Field, Naval Air Station Pensacola in Hangar 1853 following a symbolic 
in-flight lead change and last flight for the Commanding Officer of VT-10.  Friends, 
family and colleagues watched overhead as LtCol Jeffery “Crunch” Macloud, USAF, 
droped back into the wing position and CDR Thad “Mudd” Dobbert, USN, charged 
forward assuming the lead. It marked LtCol Macloud’s last flight in the T-6A and in VT-
10.  The event took place on July 16th at 0830 followed by the Change of Command 
Ceremony.   

 Over the past year VT-10’s hard work and superb 
leadership has not gone unnoticed. Some of the most 
recent accomplishments include; the 2008 Chief of 

Naval Air Training Admiral John H. Towers Safety Award winner and the 2008 Chief of 
Naval Operations Aviation Safety “S” Award, Training Airwing SIX winner of the 2008 
Chief of Naval Air Training Goldthwaite and Training Excellence Award and the runner-
up, of over 350+ commands, for the Grampaw Pettibone Award.  Individual award 
recognition within VT-10 included the George Skurla award, given to the best Instructor 
Weapons System Officer of the year and RADM Thurston H. James Memorial Award for 

the top student NFO of the year.  The squadron also received a grade of “OUTSTANDING” on the Chief of Naval Air 
Training Standardization Inspection and has flown over 7,634 sorties and 13,192 mishap free flight hours.  
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USS Mount Whitney (LCC/JCC 20) leads a formation of ships from 12 
different countries through the Baltic Sea, during the exercise Baltic 
Operations (BALTOPS) 2009. BALTOPS is an annual exercise hosted by the 
United States and is intended to improve interoperability with partner nations 
by conducting realistic training at sea.  
 
DoD photo by MC2 Michael Rumbach, USN 
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A U.S. Marine Corps AV-8B Harrier aircraft attached to Marine Attack 
Squadron 211, embarked aboard the forward-deployed amphibious 
assault ship USS Essex (LHD 2), lands on the ship’s flight deck during 
a mock amphibious assault exercise in support of Talisman Sabre 2009 
while under way in the Coral Sea. Talisman Sabre is a biennial joint 
military exercise between the United States and Australia focusing on 
operational and tactical interoperability.  
 
DoD photo by MC2 Greg Johnson, USN 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

Annual Navy League  
Golf Tournament  
September 18th 

 
Prisoner of War Luncheon 
Heritage Hall, Seville Qtr 

September 22nd  
 

Annual Chicken BBQ 
Pensacola Yacht Club 

September 29th  
 

Navy League Christmas Party 
New World Landing 

December 12th 
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he Russian Navy is currently on the verge of 'irreversible collapse', according to a recent analysis published by the 
authoritative Moscow-based weekly - the Independent Military Review (IMR). The report, entitled 'BMF RF [Naval 

Military Fleet of the Russian Federation] on Foreign Warships', says the main cause for the 'collapse' is the state of the Russian 
shipbuilding industry, which is "incapable of producing warships in either the quantity or at the level of quality that their Navy 
customer requires" for the future. According to the analysis, the Navy's leadership "understands that this is a hopeless situation 
and are looking for a way out by considering the purchase of naval vessels from abroad." The issue was raised during the 
International Military Naval Exposition (MVMS) that took place in the last week of June in St Petersburg. The Commander-in-
Chief of the Russian Navy, Admiral Vladimir Vysotsky, outlined the problem when he said: "Our [challenge] is how to 
significantly improve the condition of our fleet without destroying the economic activity in the country." 
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he first training pipeline for the F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter will open at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida, this fall, 
creating a joint training wing that will feed pilots and maintainers into the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps over the next 

five years. The training wing that stands up October 1st will spawn the first fleet squadrons for all three services and create the 
first career paths for the largest fighter jet program in history. “It’s more than a PowerPoint slide now — it’s close, and it’s 
coming fast,” said Navy CAPT Michael Saunders, a former Top Gun instructor tapped to lead the Navy’s transition. Saunders 
will be deputy commander of 33rd Operations Group, the training unit that will oversee the training units for each service and 
their specific F-35 models. 
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hilip Spencer was a fresh-faced twenty-year-old the day he was hanged. Spencer was a screw-up. He had pretty much flunked out 
of two colleges before his father pulled some strings to get him an appointment as a midshipman (an officer-in-training) in the 

U.S. Navy. True to form, Spencer got himself kicked off a ship for drinking. Given a second chance on the brig Somers, he allegedly 
hatched a plot with some crewmates to take over the ship. Accused of mutiny by the captain, Spencer said he was just joking. Spencer 
and two confederates were chained to the quarterdeck. The Somers was hundreds of miles from port, the crew was angry and resentful, 
and it seemed to the officers that at any moment the sailors might rise up to murder them and free the three prisoners. So CAPT 
Alexander Slidell McKenzie ordered that Spencer and his two co-conspirators be hanged from the yardarm. 
 But Philip Spencer was not just any young man. His father was Secretary of War, and Spencer’s hanging shocked the nation. 
Some accused the captain of overreacting. Others wanted to know how an unqualified teenager could get an appointment as a 
midshipman, and then be put aboard ship with no training. The public called for reform. Just over two years later, in response to the 
Somers affair, a naval school was founded to turn midshipmen into well-trained officers. Philip Spencer could never have imagined 
that his death might pave the way for the creation of the U. S. Naval Academy. 
 Secretary of War John Spencer was in the forefront of those demanding a court-martial for CAPT McKenzie, but a Navy 
court eventually exonerated him. McKenzie’s naval career was effectively over; however, and he was never trusted with command of 
another warship. Philip Spencer and his co-conspirators were the last men ever to be hanged aboard a U.S. naval vessel. Spencer was 
also the inspiration for the title character in Herman Melville’s novel “Billy Budd.” 
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The guided-missile cruiser USS Anzio (CG 68) breaks away from the French navy’s 
Durance-class tanker FS Var (A 608), after conducting an underway replenishment 
while under way in the Gulf of Aden. Anzio is the flagship for Combined Task Force 

151, a multinational task force conducting counter piracy 
operations in and around the Gulf of Aden, Persian Gulf, 
Indian Ocean and Red Sea.  

 
DoD photo by MC2 Mathew J. Diendorf, USN 
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efense Secretary Robert M. Gates issued an order recently establishing a command that will defend military networks against 
computer attacks and develop offensive cyber-weapons, but he also directed that the structure be ready to help safeguard civilian 

systems. In a memo to senior military leaders, Gates said he will recommend that President Obama designate that the new command 
be led by the Director of the National Security Agency (NSA), the world's largest electronic intelligence-gathering agency. The 
current NSA director, LtGen Keith B. Alexander, USA, is expected to be awarded a fourth star and to lead the Cyber Command. Gates 
or his deputy had been expected to announce the command in a speech a week ago. Analysts said making the announcement by memo 
is in keeping with the Pentagon's effort to tamp down concerns that Department of Defense and NSA will dominate efforts to protect 
the nation's computer networks. The command will be set up as part of the U.S. Strategic Command, which is responsible for 
commanding operations in nuclear and computer warfare. Gates directed that the command be launched by this October and be fully 
operational by October 2010. 
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U.S. Navy aviation boatswain's mates (handling) give the "thumbs-up" on the flight deck of 
the forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS Essex (LHD 2) as two AV-8B Harrier 
aircraft assigned to Marine Attack Squadron 211 prepare to launch from the ship while under 
way in the Philippine Sea.  
 
DoD photo by MC2 Gabriel S. Weber, USN 
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his edition of the Ramona Sentinel is dated the same day that Medal of Honor recipient John William Finn turns 100. John 
William Finn is our nation’s oldest living recipient of the Medal of Honor (MoH).  John Finn celebrated his birthday as a guest of 

former President George W. Bush and former First Lady Laura Bush at their ranch in Crawford, 
Texas. He is also the last surviving MoH recipient who earned his medal on December 7th, 1941; 
the last living recipient of the Navy’s MoH from World War II; and the only Aviation 

Ordinanceman to ever be awarded the MoH. Finn was born in Los Angeles on July 23rd, 1909. On Sunday morning, Dec. 7th, 1941, the 
Japanese attacked Hawaii. Finn was a 32-year-old Chief Petty Officer stationed at NAS Kaneohe Bay, about 15 miles east-northeast of 
Pearl Harbor. Chief Finn single-handedly mounted a 50-caliber machine gun on a stand on the base’s aircraft parking ramp and began 
firing on any attacking enemy aircraft. His position was totally exposed to enemy strafing and bombing attacks, but he kept it up for 
more than two hours … despite being wounded five times. Fellow sailors implored him to seek medical care for his wounds, but John 
steadfastly refused to vacate his firing position until he received a direct order from a superior officer. Twenty pieces of shrapnel were 
removed from Finn’s body by the base’s medical staff. On September 15th, 1942, CPO Finn received his Medal of Honor, the first one 
to be awarded in World War II. It was presented to him by Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN, in a ceremony aboard aircraft carrier 
USS Enterprise (CV-6).  Finn subsequently gained “Mustang” status on becoming a commissioned officer and would retire from the 
Navy in September 1956 with the rank of lieutenant, having faithfully served our country as a sailor for more than 30 years.  
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ADM Victor Guillory, USN, is no stranger to Jacksonville. A New Orleans native, he spent happy days on the First Coast earlier 
in his career, while serving as executive officer of the cruiser USS Gettysburg (CG-64), and Commander of the frigate USS 

Underwood (FFG 36), both based at Mayport Naval Station. His ambition is much larger. Last month Guillory took command of the 
4th Fleet and U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command, a joint role based at Mayport. Guillory is responsible for Navy assets operating in 
the Caribbean, Central and South America and surrounding waters. The 4th Fleet isn't a fleet in the sense of having ships. Instead, the 

numbered fleets are Navy nomenclature for commands covering different geographical areas. The long-
dormant command was re-established just over a year ago. Fourth Fleet is focused heavily on working with 
partner nations ranging from stopping smugglers to providing humanitarian aid.  
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he Director of Naval Intelligence (N2) has been tasked with reorganizing the Chief of Naval Operations' (CNO) staff to 
consolidate N2 and the Deputy CNO Communications Networks (N6) into a single entity. Additionally, the Director, Navy Staff-

Quadrennial Defense Review (DNS QDR) will become the Director, Naval Warfare Assessment (NOOX). According to a memo from 
CNO ADM Gary Roughead, USN, to VADM David Dorsett, USN, (N2), the nature of operations today demands a whole- war 
fighting approach to how the service plans, resources, and assesses its operational and combat capabilities. The reorganization plan is 
to be briefed to Roughead for decision no later than August 5th. NOOX will report directly to CNO. Its mission will be to "assess 
existing and proposed Navy programs and address desired war fighting and operational capabilities," the memo added. Under the 
reorganization, the N6 billet will be used to establish a Fleet Cyber Commander on October 1st to serve as the Navy component 
commander to the U.S. Cyber Command.  
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he Navy intends to award a sole source contract later this summer to Louisiana-based Swiftships Shipbuilders to construct up to 
15 coastal patrol boats for the Iraqi Navy, six of which will be paid for by the U.S.  Funds for the six boats will come from the 

Iraqi Security Force Funds (ISFF) appropriated in the FY-07 war supplemental. The ISFF program manages the purchase of defense 
equipment for Iraq. Swiftships Shipbuilders, based out of Morgan City, Louisiana, will be responsible for the detail design, 
construction, outfitting and documentation of all the coastal patrol boats (CPB).  The firm has the requisite background knowledge and 
experience required. The 35-meter patrol boat contract is just one part of a larger total program, which also delivers spare parts, guns, 
ammunition, training, naval simulators and infrastructure within Umm Qasr Naval Base, Iraq. The total program for the Iraqi Navy is 
the third largest case of foreign military sales to Iraq. These patrol boats will protect Iraq's offshore oil platforms, which are vital to the 
recovery of the country's economy and infrastructure.  
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 U.S. Navy ship has for the first time joined the search for Americans who went missing during the Vietnam War. The USNS 
Bruce C. Heezen (T-AGS-64), an oceanographic survey ship, is manned by a civilian crew and is ideal 

for detecting aircraft crash sites on the ocean floor. Joint U.S. and Vietnamese teams have investigated 
underwater sites using Vietnamese boats before but this will be the first time Vietnam has allowed the use of 
a US Navy ship for underwater searches. Hundreds of U.S. aircraft and their crews are still missing in 
Vietnam's coastal waters but the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC) said it has accurate data to 
search effectively for only a small percentage of them. 
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ecretary of the Navy Ray Mabus and Secretary of the Army Pete Geren recently announced the names of the first three Joint High 
Speed Vessels (JHSVs) as Fortitude (JHSV 1), Vigilant (JHSV 2) and Spearhead (JHSV 3). A cooperative effort between the Navy 

and the Army, JHSVs will be used for fast intra-theater transportation of troops, vehicles and equipment. The program highlights a 
Department of Defense acquisition objective of leveraging the expertise of one military branch to assist another. The Army is 
procuring Fortitude and Spearhead, while the Navy is procuring Vigilant, and each service will be responsible for operating and 
maintaining its ships following delivery. Constructed by Austal USA in Mobile, Alabama, the detail, design and construction contract 
covers 10 ships; five for the Army and five for the Navy.  
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U.S. Navy F/A-18 Hornet aircraft assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron 204 fly in a column formation during a 
photo exercise in Louisiana. Strike Fighter Squadron 204 is stationed on Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, 
New Orleans Louisiana 
 
 DoD photo by PO2 John P. Curtis, USN 
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he newest class of large-deck amphibious assault ships will be "one of the few, elite centerpiece ships" in the Navy, leaders said 
Friday at Northrop Grumman Shipbuilding's keel authentication ceremony for the LHA 6 -- named America. It will replace the 

aging Tarawa class and is slated for completion in 2013. Northrop has been working on the ship for about three years, designing it and 
buying materials. The Navy also plans to build a second America-class ship. America will be the most technologically advanced 
amphibious warship to date.  LHA 6 will use many of the same systems, including the gas turbine propulsion system that was 
designed and built for the recently delivered USS Makin Island (LHD 8). But America will have more space for aviation components. 
Amphibious warships are designed to support the Marine Corps, which will maintain the aviation elements onboard. These ships are 
also called upon to support humanitarian and other contingency missions. Lynne Holden Pace, wife of retired Marine Corps General 
Peter Pace, serves as the ship's sponsor. Peter Pace served as the 16th Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  
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The U.S. Navy guided-missile destroyer USS Chafee (DDG 90) leads a formation of Royal Thai Navy 
ships through the Gulf of Thailand, during the at-sea phase of Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training 
(CARAT). Thai ships participating in the formation are HTMS Naresuan (FFG 421), HTMS Khirrirat (FS 
432), HTMS Makutrajakuman (FF 433) and HTMS Chakri Naruebet (CVH 911).  
 
CARAT is a series of bilateral exercises held annually in Southeast Asia to strengthen relationships and 
enhance the operational readiness of the participating forces.  
 
DoD photo by LT Ed Early, USN 
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e are pleased to welcome the following new members to the Pensacola Council and express our gratitude to those who are their 
sponsors. With your help, our council will be able to assist our Sea Services who are 

dedicated to protecting our homeland and preserving our freedoms. 

��������������������������������������������������� �������������������	� 
��	��
�
Mr. Dennis Shannon Pensacola, FL             
Mr. Willard D. Evans         Orange Beach, AL 
Mr. Thomas L. McNally    Pensacola, FL         FORCM  Bob Anderson, USN (Ret) 
��
                                                                           Total Membership - 399 

 
Admiral’s Club 

 
Total Membership – 92 

�
�"$�������!��

Christy Miller 
 

he amounts below reflect the Local and National Dues. When you renew locally with us, we will also renew your National 
Membership as well. Remember, while your National dues will allow you to continue receiving your monthly SeaPower 

Magazine, The Navy Leaguer supplement, and invitations to national gatherings, your local dues help support our regions active duty 
military and youth.  Activities during the year include: Military Recognition Day, Spouse Recognition Day, Chicken BBQ, Christmas 

Party, many military functions, as well as other special events.   
The Admiral’s Club offers special benefits and you can participate more on a “face to face” 

basis with the active duty service members.   You can do this for an additional $60.  Admiral’s Club 
members are invited to all Navy League receptions for ship visits to NAS, Pensacola, and the Port of 
Pensacola, as well as other VIP special events. 

 
DUES PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

Regular = $80 ___ ________Husband/Wife = $ 115 ___ ________Active Duty Spouse = $60____________ 
2-Year Regular = $120* ___ 3-Year Regular = $155*____Life Regular = $530* _____, Life Husband/Wife = 780*____ 
*Includes local council dues for 1st year only  
��
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he Naval Aviation Museum Foundation is seeking volunteers to help continue its mission to inspire and educate future 
generations. Volunteers may help with special events and projects, membership and marketing activities, clerical work within the 

Foundation office, IMAX Theater support and more. A volunteer informational meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m. August 20th  at the 
museum. Contact Tony McFarlane at 453-2389 or tmcfarlane@navalaviationmuseum.org to sign up. 
 

�
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The Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Scranton (SSN 756) arrives for a routine 
port visit in Souda Bay at Crete, Greece, July 17th, 2009. Scranton is deployed for 
approximately six months as part of the Eisenhower Strike Group.  
 
 
DoD photo by MC3 John Martinez, USN 
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The attack submarines USS Los Angeles (SSN 688) and USS Philadelphia (SSN 690) and three surface ships will be retired in 
the next year. Los Angeles will be inactivated November 2nd, 2009 and Philadelphia will follow June 10th, 2010. They will be 
decommissioned at a later date. The frigate USS McInerney  (FFG 8) will be inactivated August 31st, 2010. McInerney recently 
has been used to test the Fire Scout unmanned aerial vehicle. The frigate will be transferred to Pakistan. The combat stores ship 
USS San Jose (AFS 7) will be inactivated January 27th of next year and the ammunition ship USS Mount Baker (AE 34) will be 
inactivated August 2nd, 2010. Both have been requested for use in fleet training exercises. 
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A French Dassault Rafale aircraft conducts touch-and-go landings aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69), during a coalition training exercise while under way 
in the Atlantic Ocean.  
 
DoD photo by MC2 Figueroa Medina,  USN 
 
 

�
 

�
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U.S. Sailors aboard Landing Craft Unit 1643, assigned to Assault Craft Unit 2, transport an M149 water 
trailer to the amphibious dock landing ship USS Oak Hill (LSD 51), from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Oak Hill is 
participating in the combined multinational exercise Southern Partnership Station 09, which also involves 
maritime forces from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru and Uruguay. Oak Hill is also supporting the U.S. 
Marine Corps Forces South multinational amphibious exercise Southern Exchange 2009.  
 
DoD photo by MC3 Cory Rose, USN 
 

 
�
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They call it “a hospital wrapped around a ship.'' But to the tens of thousands its crew helped during its four-month tour of Latin 
America, the USNS Comfort (T-AH-20) is a miracle. The ship docked in Port Everglades recently en route to its home port in 
Baltimore. 
 
From April to July, the Comfort's crew traveled to seven countries, performed more than 1,600 surgeries, wrote nearly 200,000 
prescriptions, and provided 43,000 pairs of glasses. All told, the crew treated over 100,000 people who lacked access to advanced 
medical care. One-third of the patients were children.  The ship spent 10 days each at ports in the Dominican Republic, Haiti, El 
Salvador, and Nicaragua, among others. Total cost: An estimated $25 million.  
 

$������$!"�����$������#�����#��&���&���@������
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The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) has been named one of the top advocacy associations in Washington D.C. 
by The Hill, a top newspaper on Capitol Hill. MOAA is the only military- or veterans-related association on the recognition list 
this year. This is MOAA’s third consecutive year to be recognized. 
 
MOAA is the nations’ largest and most influential association of military officers with 374,000 members. It is an independent 
nonprofit; politically nonpartisan organization that has been advocating for the rights of all service members and their families 
since 1929.  
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A French Dassault Rafale aircraft conducts touch-and-go landings aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69), during a coalition training 
exercise while under way in the Atlantic Ocean.  
 
DoD photo by MC2 Rafael Figueroa Medina, USN 
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Sailors being separated under the Navy’s Perform to Serve program may have a future in the U.S. Army. Since 2004, the Defense 
Department’s Blue to Green initiative has been giving sailors, airmen and Marines the option of continuing active duty with the 
Army without any break in service, and the Navy said sailors facing separation can consider it as a career option. Suggesting the 
switch to the Army comes on the heels of renewed efforts by the Navy to trim its ranks. For whatever reason, they aren’t able to 
finish their time in the Navy, they just want to retire from the military in some way. Navy commands are required to assist 
candidates in applying for the voluntary program. For information, go to www.goarmy.com/btg. 
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  The Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS Hopper (DDG 70),
equipped with the Aegis integrated weapons system, launches a RIM-161 
Standard Missile (SM) 3 Block IA during exercise Stellar Avenger while under 
way in the Pacific Ocean,. The missile successfully intercepted a sub-scale, 
short-range, ballistic missile that was launched from the Kauai Test Facility, 
Pacific Missile Range Facility at Barking Sands in Kauai, Hawaii. The exercise 
is the 19th successful intercept of 23 at-sea firings using the Aegis Ballistic 
Missile Defense program, including the destruction of a malfunctioning satellite 
above the earth’s atmosphere in February 2008. 
 
DoD photo courtesy of USN 
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Middle and high school students soon will have the opportunity to board the USS Ambition. The National Flight Academy in 
Pensacola, broke ground June 16th on a $26.5 million construction project that will create a 100,000-square-foot, high-tech 
building patterned after an aircraft carrier. A 55,000-square-foot addition to the adjacent National Naval Aviation Museum also is 
being built. The Academy is scheduled to open in May 2011, around the 100th anniversary of naval aviation.  
                The interior space will feature everything from sleeping berths to cafeteria-style tables on the mess deck. The new 
facility will be just like being on a Navy ship 
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The Littoral Combat Ship (LCS-2) Independence hit a speed of 43 knots on its builder's trials in late July while running at less than 
full power, but problems with its propulsion plant will necessitate at least a second set of tests. The Navy's second LCS -- an 
aluminum trimaran built by a contractor team helmed by General Dynamics -- took trips to sea and back from its shipyard in 
Mobile, Alabama, as engineers tested its engines and systems. Like the first LCS (Freedom), Independence has a combined diesel-
and gas-propulsion plant. Independence was running both its diesels and turbines, but not to their limits, when the ship reached its 
high trials speed.  
 
�

�
�
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Annnual Membership Dues 
 

      _________Individual one year - $80*   _______Individual two year  - $120* _______Individual three year -  $155* 
  
 _________Active Duty Spouse -$60*______ Joint Husband/Wife - $115*  Spouse’s first name__________________             
       
                           *Includes local council dues for 1st year only 
 

Life Membership 
 
                    

______Individual life member -  $530**               _______Joint husband/wife life member - $780** 
 

           **After the life membership is paid, $30 local dues will be assessed on an annual basis. 
 

All of the above assessments include national dues and a subscription to SEA POWER Magazine. 
 
 
 

Admirals Club   
 

If you wish to give extra support and leadership to the Council’s local programs,  
please join the Admiral’s Club. 

 
 _________Yes, I want to join and I have added an additional $60 contribution 
 

Membership is open to U.S. citizens who are not on active duty with a military service. 
 
  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    Rank/Title           First Name                     M.I.                      Last Name 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Address                                                                              City                                 State                 ZIP 
 
 Phone (Home)______________________________ Phone (Business)_________________________________ 
 
 E-Mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                          
 

I wish to receive BULLHORN Newsletter, Local Event Information and Annual Dues Renewal 
                           Information via above email address. Yes____ No_____                                                                                    
      (Note:  if No, information will be sent via mail to your home address.)                                       
 
        _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Occupation        Business Name/Address 
 
 Sponsor’s name (optional)______________________________________________________         
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