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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
Bob Anderson 

 

The Pensacola Council of Navy League has just completed a most successful event on the 24
th
 of 

February.  Under the most capable leadership of Mrs. Peggy Pilcher, the Military Recognition Day 

Ceremony was a great success.  Each year, the Military Recognition Day Luncheon culminates in the 

awarding of the Margaret Flowers Civic Award for the year.   Commands in Escambia and Santa Rosa 

Counties are invited to provide an enlisted nominee from their organizations, who in addition to their 

military responsibilities have been active in civic events in their local community.   

          This year we had 16 enlisted members nominated.   The winner is selected by a committee 

from our council.  To select from these outstanding nominees was a very daunting task for the 

committee; howevee, AWO1 Jason A. Littlefield, Naval Aviation Schools Command was a unanimous 

selection.  Unfortunately for his local command and the Pensacola area, he will depart for new duties 

very soon. 
   Our special guest for the event was RADM Edward H. Deets, III, USN, Vice Commander 

Naval Network Warfare Command in Norfolk, Virginia.  Admiral Deets is not a stranger to the 

Pensacola community; He is a former Commanding Officer of the Center for Information Dominance, Corry Station.  His remarks 

were very well received. 
         Let the members of the Navy League in Pensacola make no mistake; we could not have these community events and 

luncheons without the support from our Navy League affiliates.  In particular, without the significant financial and hands on  

support from PenAir Federal Credit Union and Navy Federal Credit Union prizes for these outstanding personnel would not be 

possible. Additionally, we cannot forget all of our other Community Affiliates who purchased entire tables at the event.  Combined 

with individual sponsorships, all of our military personnel were our guests.  
   Another of our Navy League sponsored events is the NJROTC awards to Escambia and Santa Rosa High 

School students.  These start on April 21
st
 and continue through May 20

th
. 

   The next big events for the Pensacola Council of Navy League are scheduled during Military 

Appreciation Month in May of this year.  We will have an Enlisted Appreciation Breakfast on the 6
th
  at

  
Heritage 

Hall in Seville Quarter; the annual Navy League Night at Pelican Park on the 25
th 

and Military Spouse Appreciation Luncheon on 

the 26
th
 at Heritage Hall in downtown Pensacola.   

 

NAVAL AVIATION SCHOOLS COMMAND SAILOR  

EARNS PENSACOLA NAVY LEAGUE MARGARET FLOWERS CIVIC AWARD  
 

Naval Aircrewman Operator First Class Jason A. Littlefield, USN, 

won the big award, but the real winner at the Pensacola Council of the 

Navy League's Annual Military Appreciation Luncheon was Northwest 

Florida. After all, Littlefield, winner of the Margaret Flowers Civic 

Award, was honored not only for his commitment to country but also 

for his commitment to Escambia and Santa Rosa counties. He helped 

coordinate more than 9,000 hours of community service last year ð 

lining up sailors to volunteer as well as performing his own volunteer 

work. "It's just nice to make a difference," said Littlefield, an instructor 

at Naval Aviation Schools Command, where he has been stationed 

since October 2006. He was one of 16 Navy and Marine Corps 

nominees for the award, which has been given since 1983.  
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CAPT CHRISTOPHER W. PLUMMER, USN  

Prospective Commanding Officer  

Naval Air Station Pensacola 

 
The son of a career U.S. Army Officer, CAPT Plummer grew-up in the Middle East and 

Virginia.  He received a Bachelor of Arts from Virginia Polytechnic Institute in 1985 and 

earned his naval officerôs commission through Aviation Officer Candidate School, Naval Air 

Station (NAS) Pensacola, Florida in 1986.   

He was designated a Naval Aviator at NAS Corpus Christie, Texas in 1988 and 

reported to the E-2C/ C-2A Fleet Replacement Squadron at NAS Miramar, California.  Upon 

completion, he reported to his first operational flying assignment with VRC-50 at NAS Cubi 

Point, Republic of the Philippines, as a C-2A GREYHOUND pilot.  While there, he 

participated in Operation DESERT SHIELD, onboard USS INDEPENDENCE (CV 62) and 

Operation DESERT STORM as Officer in Charge of a C-2A detachment embarked in USS 

RANGER (CV 61).  At the completion of this assignment in 1992, he returned to NAS Miramar 

as a Fleet Replacement Squadron Instructor Pilot, where he transitioned to the E-2C 

HAWKEYE.  He subsequently reported to the VAW-117 WALLBANGERS in 1994 and 

deployed onboard USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (CVN 72) as the Squadron Safety Officer. 

After completing the first of what would be several tours with the WALLBANGERS, 

CAPT Plummer reported to the Bureau of Naval Personnel in Arlington, Virginia in 1996 as 

the E-2/C-2 Junior Officer Detailer.  He returned to NAS Miramar and VAW-117 in 1998 as the Squadron Maintenance Officer, 

deploying on board USS CARL VINSON (CVN 70).  Under his leadership, the WALLBANGERS were nominated by the Chief of 

Naval Operations for the 1998 Secretary of Defense Maintenance Award.  CAPT Plummer then departed in 2000 for the U.S. 

Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, where he earned a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies. 

Returning for a third time, CAPT Plummer led the WALLBANGERS as Executive Officer and Commanding Officer 

from September 2001 through March 2004.  During this period, VAW-117 deployed in Operation ENDURING FREEDOM 

aboard USS CARL VINSON (CVN 70) and Operation IRAQI FREEDOM aboard USS NIMITZ (CVM 68).  The WALLBANGERS 

earned both the Battle ñEò and Safety ñSò for 2003.    

Departing VAW-117 for the final time, CAPT Plummer joined the Defense Security Cooperation Agency in Arlington, 

Virginia as Country Program Director for Australia, New Zealand, Oceana, Mongolia and Nepal, where he was responsible for 

security assistance programs and he later assumed duties as Executive Assistant.  In 2006, CAPT Plummer reported to the Chief of 

Naval Operation Executive Panel as Deputy Director, charged with directing studies of maritime importance on behalf of the Navy 

Service Chiefôs Federal Advisory Committee.   CAPT Plummer will assume command of NAS Pensacola on April 12
th
. 

CAPT Plummerôs personal awards include the Bronze Star Medal, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the 

Meritorious Service Medal (2 awards), the Air Medal (2 awards), the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (three 

awards, including one with the Combat Distinguishing Device/Combat ñVò), and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal 

(5 awards).  He has accumulated 4,977 flight hours and 508 carrier landings.    

CAPT Plummer is married to the former Karen Johnson of Vienna, Virginia.  They have three daughters, Katharine (18) 

entering VA Tech this fall, Allison (16) and Margaret (11).   

 

USO PENSACOLA IS GROWING!  
Heidi Blair 

 
USO Pensacola serves the Florida Panhandle through a variety of programs and services. With two locations 

to serve our nations heroes we keep very busy and touched over 150,000 lives in 2009.  

Our location at the Pensacola Gulf Coast Regional Airport provides a great place to sit back and 

relax while waiting for your flight. Providing computer access, gaming systems, television, access to 

telephone, snacks and tender loving care, this center and its volunteers serves over 2,000 military members 

each month. Most of them are here straight from Great Lakes and scared, which makes our job there even 

more important. Please make sure you visit our Airport Lounge when you travel. Our troops love talking 

with you. The USO Center located on Naval Air Station Pensacola has been open for two years now. With 

pool tables, video games, computers, snacks and so much more our military love to spend hours at this USO. 

We see over 5,000 per month at this location.  

Coming in May/June we will be opening a new USO center in the 

Northwest Florida Regional Airport. Nicknamed the ñFreedom Loungeò, we will provide 

connectivity, gaming systems, snacks, kids area and more. It is expected we will serve around 2,000 

military members, retirees and dependents at this facility. For more information call 850-455-8280 or e-mail 

usopensacola@uso.org. 
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MEDAL OF HONOR  

Dr. Mary Edwards Walker  
(November 26

th
, 1832 ï February 21

st
, 1919) 

 
Mary Edwards Walker was an American feminist, abolitionist, prohibitionist, alleged spy, prisoner of war 

and surgeon. She is also the only female ever to receive the Medal of Honor. Prior to the American Civil 

War she got her medical degree, got married and started a medical practice. The practice didn't do well and 

she joined the Union Army at the outbreak of the American Civil War where she served as a Nurse and 

eventually became the Army's first female surgeon. She was captured by confederate forces after crossing 

enemy lines to treat wounded civilians and arrested as a spy. She was sent as a prisoner of war to 

Richmond, Virginia until released in a prisoner exchange. After the war she was approved for the United 

States military's highest decoration for bravery, the Medal of Honor, for her efforts during the war. She is 

the only woman to receive the medal and only one of eight civilians to receive it.  Her medal was later 

rescinded based on an army determination and then restored in 1977. After the war she was a writer and 

lecturer supporting the Womenôs Suffrage movement until her death in 1919.  

 She was born in the town of Oswego, New York on November 26
th
, 1832, the daughter of Alvah (father) and Vesta 

(mother) Walker. She was the youngest of five daughters and she had one younger brother. Walker worked on the family farm as a 

child. Her elementary education consisted of going to the local school where her mother taught. As a young 

mother, she taught at the school to earn enough money to pay her way through Syracuse Medical College, where 

she graduated as a medical doctor in 1855 and was the only woman in her class. She married a fellow medical 

school student, Albert Miller, and they set up a joint practice in Rome, New York. The practice did not flourish 

as female physicians were not trusted nor respected at the time.  

 At the beginning of the American Civil War, she volunteered for the Union Army as a civilian. At first, 

she was only allowed to practice as a nurse, because the Army had no female surgeons. During this period, she 

served at the First Battle of Bull Run (Manassas) July 21
st
, 1861 and later at the Patent Office Hospital in Washington, D.C. She 

also worked as an unpaid field surgeon near the Union front lines, including the Battle of Fredericksburg and in Chattanooga after 

the Battle of Chickamauga. Finally, she was awarded a commission as a "Contract Acting Assistant Surgeon (civilian)ò by the 

Army of the Cumberland in September 1863, becoming the first ever assistant surgeon of the 52
nd

 Ohio Infantry. During this same 

period, she frequently crossed battle lines, treating wounded civilians. On April 10
th
, 1864, she was captured by the Confederate 

Troops and arrested as a spy. She was sent to Richmond, Virginia and remained there until August 12
th
, 1864, when she was 

released as part of a prisoner exchange. She went on to serve during the Bartle of Atlanta and later as a supervisor of a female 

prison in Louisville, Kentucky, and head of an orphanage in Tennessee. 

 She died February 21
st
, 1919, from natural causes at the age of 86 and is buried in Rural Cemetery, Oswego, New York. 

She had a plain funeral, but an American Flag was draped over the casket.; Her death in 1919, came one year before the passage of 

the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution which guaranteed women the right to vote. 

 After the war, Walker was recommended for the Medal of Honor by Generals William Tecumseh Sherman and George 

Henry Thomas. On November 11
th
, 1865, President Andrew Johnson signed a bill to present her with the medal, 

specifically for her services at the First Battle of Bull Run (Manassas). In 1917, the U.S, Congress, after revising 

the standards for the award of the Medal of Honor so that it could only be given to those who had been involved in 

ñactual combat with the enemy,ò revoked more than 900 previously awarded medals, including that of Dr. Mary 

Edwards Walker and William F. ñBuffalo Billò Cody. Although ordered to return the medal, she refused to do so 

and continued to wear it until her death. President Jimmy Carter restored her medal posthumously in 1977. 

 

ANNUAL NAVY LEAGUE OUTSTANDING ENLISTED BREAKFAST  
A. J. Gallardo 

 

he Pensacola Council of the Navy League will be hosting its Annual Navy League Outstanding Enlisted Breakfast on 

Thursday, May 6
th
, 2010, at 0730, at Seville Quarter, Heritage Hall in downtown Pensacola as part of 

the Military Appreciation Month activities.  This breakfast is in honor of enlisted members of local 

commands who have been selected by command leadership to be recognized at this event.  Our guest 

speaker this year will be the Commanding Officer of the Naval Aviation Schools Command, CAPT William P. Cuilik, USN.  Our 

major sponsor for this event will be Navy Federal Credit Union.  
Cost of breakfast buffet which will include scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, hash browns, grits, biscuits with butter and 

jam, juice, coffee and water will be $13.00 per person. If you would like to sponsor one of our military members please indicate 

when you RSVP to: Pensacola Council, Navy League, PO Box 17486, Pensacola, FL 32522, or email to 

Navyleagueofus@bellsouth.net no later than April 23
rd
, 2010. If you have any questions please call event coordinator A. J. 

Gallardo at 475-9652 or Christy Miller at the Navy League office 436-8552.  
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COUNCIL  MEMBER PROFILE  

Tom Furr  

 
Tom Furr was born in Andalusia, Alabama. After travels around the country as a Navy son, his father, Sam 

Furr, retired Navy chief, decided to make Pensacola his home. Tom graduated from Tate High School and then 

went into the family moving business where he managed the Pensacola and Ft. Walton locations. He then 

graduated from the University of West Florida with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration.  

After graduation from UWF, Tom served in the banking industry for 15 years starting in accounting before 

moving into loan origination. He took the position of Assistant Vice President of Business Lending with Pen 

Air Federal Credit Union in 2007. 

Tom married his high school sweetheart, Shannon Sheffield, and has two 

grown boys. Tom was also blessed with his first grandchild in 2009 and is looking 

forward to his second, due in 2010. His youngest son married in January of 2010 and Tom had the pleasure of 

performing the ceremony. 

Tomôs current civic duties include Cantonment Rotary, Ambassador with the Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce, and 

Pensacola Council of the Navy League. Tomôs civic opportunities have included Toys for Tots, Miracle League, Light the Night 

Walk, Childrenôs Miracle Network, Santa Rosa Chamber Annual Golf Tournament, Wheelchairs for Costa Rica, YMCA youth 

coach, American Cancer Society, Habitat for Humanity and various other charitable organizations. 

 

OPERATION UNIFIED RESPONSE  

 
U.S. Sailors aboard the amphibious dock landing ship USS Fort McHenry (LSD 43) conduct 

qualification training drills on a .50-caliber gun mount system March 10
th
, 2010, while underway in the 

Caribbean Sea. Fort McHenry is returning from participation in Operation Unified Response as part of 

the USS Bataan (LHD 5) relief mission, providing humanitarian assistance to the people of Haiti since a 

7.0 earthquake struck the area of Port-au-Prince January 12
th
, 2010.  

 

DoD photo by MC1 Darryl I. Wood, USN 

 

TIDBI TS 

The Actor and the Son  
One brother saves a life ð the other takes one  

 
ne of Americaôs most famous actors stood on a train platform in Jersey City. He was among a crowd of people about to get 

on board a train. As the crowd pressed forward to enter one of the coaches, the train 

unexpectedly started with a jolt, rolling a few feet before it stopped. The actor saw a young man lose 

his balance, and begin to fall helplessly between the platform and the moving car. Thinking quickly, 

the actor reached down and grabbed the young fellow by the collar, pulling him to safety. The 

grateful young man recognized his celebrity savior, whose face was well known to him. He expressed 

his gratitude to the individual, even calling him by his name. It is only later that the two men 

recognized the haunting irony. 

 The actor was Edwin Booth. His younger brother, John Wilkes Booth, assassinated President Lincoln the following 

spring. And the young man whose life he saved? Robert Todd Lincoln ï Abraham Lincolnôs son. 

 Famed for his staging of Shakespearean tragedies, Booth earned great public acclaim by performing Hamlet for a record 

breaking one hundred consecutive nights on Broadway in 1864. President Lincoln saw both Edwin Booth and his brother 

perform on stage. With a helping hand from Edwin Booth, Robert Todd Lincoln became the only one of President Lincolnôs 

four children who survived to adulthood. He later became Secretary of War and President of the Pullman Railroad Company. 

 

USS FLORIDA (SSGN 728)  
 

The guided-missile submarine USS Florida (SSGN 728) arrives for a port visit at the island of Crete on March 

9
th
, 2010. The Florida is homeported at Naval Submarine Base, Kings Bay, Georgia, and has a crew of 14 

officers and 144 enlisted.  

DoD photo by Paul Farley, USN 
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NAVY JUNIOR RESERVE OFFICER TRAINING CORP (NJROTC) AWARDS  
Kenny Ruber 

 
very year the Pensacola Council of the Navy League presents awards to outstanding students of the NJROTC at our local 

schools in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties.  The council will present 1
st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 place awards to those young students 

that have been selected as outstanding NJROTC persons by their NSI instructors. The awards are as follows: 

           1
st
 Place- $100.00 savings bond, Navy League Youth Medal and Ribbon 

           2
nd

 Place- $75.00 savings bond, Navy League Youth Medal and Ribbon 

           3
rd
 Place - $50.00 savings bond, Navy League Youth Medal and Ribbon 

All members are invited to attend and support our NJROTC students on a job well done. The dates are as follows: Escambia, Pine 

Forest, North View and Washington High Schools will all be held at Washington High School on April 21
st
 at 1900; Navarre High 

School will be held at Navarre High School on May 5
th
 at 1800; Pace High School will be at Pace High School on May 11

th
 at 

1800 and Milton High School wil l be at Milton High School on May 20
th
 at 0930. 

 

MILITARY APPRECIATIONõ ESSAY CONTEST 

 
ensacola Bay Area Chamber of Commerce and PenAir Federal Credit Union will sponsor a school essay 

writing contest as part of Military Appreciation Month. "During our local Military Appreciation Month, 

the greater Pensacola area will recognize the achievements and sacrifices made by the men and women of the 

armed forces of our local community and the entire country," said Debi Panyko, Chamber of Commerce 

Armed Services Program Manager. The 12 winners will receive U.S. Savings Bonds with the top prize of 

$500. Students will be recognized at the annual essay contest awards luncheon on May 19
th
 at the Mustin 

Beach Officer's Club at Pensacola Naval Air Station. The contest is open to public, private and home schooled students in 

Escambia County, from kindergarten through 12
th
 grade. The essay topics are about military and patriotism and are due by April 

23
rd
. 

 

AHOY NEW MEMBERS     
 

e are pleased to welcome the following new members to the Pensacola Council and express our gratitude to those who are 

their sponsors. With your help, our council will be able to assist our Sea Services who are 

dedicated to protecting our homeland and preserving freedoms. 

Name                                                                              Town Sponsor 

 

CDR William ñRoyò Bertram, USN (Ret) Pensacola, FL Bob Anderson 

Mrs. Tracy C. Bertram Pensacola, FL Bob Anderson 

LTCOL John R. Fogg, USMC (Ret) Pensacola, FL 

Mrs. Pat Fogg Pensacola, FL 

AEC Thomas B. Long, Sr., USN (Ret) Pensacola, FL Butch Wallace     

Mr. Jerry L. Maygarden Pensacola, FL Mark Harden 

Mr. Malcolm ñMacò Parker Pensacola, FL 

Mr. George B. Scruggs Pensacola, FL Bob Oliffe  

              

Total Membership ï 395 

 

Admirals Club  
CDR & Mrs. Roy Bertram, USN (Ret)  

LTCOL & Mrs. John Fogg, USMC (Ret) 

AEC Tom Long, USN (Ret) 

Mr. Jerry L. Maygarden 

                                                           

Total Membership ï 90 

 

Community Affiliate  

Hobbs Automotive Marking    Pete Moore 

      Tony Hobbs  

      Amista Golden 

      Carlrton Henderson  

                                                    Total Affiliates ï 20 
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NASSAU AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP  
 

A V-22 Osprey aircraft from Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 162, 24
th
 Marine Expeditionary Unit 

makes its final approach for landing on the island of Crete, February 24
th
, 2010. Marines with the unit 

are deployed for six months in the region with the Nassau Amphibious Ready Group. 

 

DoD photo by Paul Farley, USN 

 

 

 

USNS COMFORT RET URNS  

 
he Navy hospital ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20) arrived at Canton Pier, Baltimore, after completing humanitarian assistance 

and disaster relief operations off the coast of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, as part of the international mission, Operation Unified 

Response. Medical personnel aboard Comfort treated 871 patients and performed 843 surgeries during their mission in Haiti. 

Comfort received patients every 6-to-9 minutes during its first four days in Haiti and had more than 540 critically-injured patients 

on board within the first 10 days. The hospital ship ran 10 operating rooms at full capacity to care for those injured.  

      

The deployment marked the first time the ship reached full operational capacity, utilizing all operating rooms and beds, 

since it was delivered to the Navy in 1987. At its height of operations, Navy Medicine deployed approximately 1,500 medical and 

non-medical personnel to both afloat and ashore units throughout the region. The U.S.Southern Command released Comfort from 

its mission March 9
th
 and she made a brief stop in Norfolk, Virginia, March 13

th
 to offload 500 personnel and equipment. Two 

hundred remained onboard and returned with the ship to Baltimore. 
 

VT 10 ôWILDCATSõ 50 TH  ANNIVERSARY  
 

Since the July 1960 commission of the Basic Naval Aviation Officer School, later re-designated VT-10, the 

ñWildcatsò aboard NAS Pensacola have trained virtually every Naval Flight Officer to wear the wings, as well as 

USAF Weapons System Officers, and International Flight Officers.  July of 2010 marks the squadronôs 50th 

anniversary, which will be celebrated over 3 days in June.  Fleet aircraft are welcomed to fly-in beginning June 

21
st
.  Official events begin on June 23

rd
 and include a kickoff social at the NAS Pensacola OôClub, golf 

tournament, symposium at the Naval Aviation Museum, VT-10 alumni Dining Out as well 

as an NFO winging at the museum on June 25
th
.  The Wildcat Reunion Group welcomes all current and former 

members of VT-10 to come celebrate this historic anniversary of NFO training.  Go to their official web site 

for more information and a registration form. http://wildcat50thanniversary.weebly.com. 

 

DONATIONS  

 
he Pensacola Council of the Navy League of the United States is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization and contribution are tax 

deductible in accordance with Federal Tax Law. 

 

Russell Stewart Memorial Scholarship Fund $_____ 

Navy League Essay Contest $_____ 

Ship Visit Receptions $_____ 

Naval Sea Cadet Corps $_____ 

Bullhorn Sponsorship $_____ 

CAPT Jim Harvey Memorial Award $_____ 

 

NEW INFO RMATION  WARFARE PIN OKõD 

 
Top Navy leadership just approved two new flavors of chest candy. The new Information 

Dominance Corps (IDC) lashes together 44,000 officers and sailors from four ratings and five 

officer communities.  

And coming soon: New personnel qualification standards and 

two new warfare pins. While the enlisted IDC warfare qualification 
initially affects all information systems technicians, cryptologic 

technicians, intelligence specialists and aerographer's mates, the 

qualification will be open to all ratings, just like the surface and air warfare pins. The PQS 

could come out as early as June, and the pins will be available in August.6 
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Schedule of Events 

 
NJROTC Recognition  

April 21
st
 ï May 20

th
  

 

Enlisted Appreciation Breakfast 

Heritage Hall - Seville Quarter 

May 6
th
  

 

Annual Navy League Night 

at Pelican Park 

May 25
th
  

 

Military Spouse Appreciation Luncheon 

Heritage Hall ï Seville Quarter 

May 26
th
  

 

Chicken Bar-B-Q 

Pensacola Yacht Club 

September 23
rd
  

 

NIMITZ CARRIER STRIKE GROUP  

 
The guided-missile destroyers USS Sampson (DDG 102) and USS Pinkney (DDG 91) operate in 

the South China Sea February 15
th
, 2010. The ships are part of the Nimitz Carrier Strike Group, 

which is conducting operations in the United States 7
th
 Fleet area of responsibility. 

 

DoD photo by MC1 David Mercil, USN 

 

 

 

BIG PLANS FOR CENTENNIAL OF NAVAL AVIATION  

 
n May 8

th
, 1911, the Navy purchased its first aircraft, an A-1 Triad seaplane from Glenn Curtiss, and from that humble 

beginning sprang what has become the unique arm of America's defense. On May 8
th
, 2011, we will mark the 100

th
 

Anniversary of Naval Aviation, and to celebrate the milestone plans are being made to hold a nationwide, year-long series of 

activities to commemorate Naval Aviation's contribution to our nation's history. The Pensacola area will figure prominently in 

these activities and planning for local events is underway. A high point of local activity will occur in May 2011, when we present a 

full -scale, flyable replica of the A-1 Triad. This aircraft will be transported from the  
Curtiss Museum in Hammondsport, New York, and flown at Pensacola Naval Air Station. In addition, that week NAS will host the 

USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7), commissioned in Pensacola in 2001. The Naval Aviation Museum Foundation's annual symposium will 

present Symposium '11, from May 4
th 

- 6
th
 on topics related to Naval Aviation's rich history. As a special bonus, we anticipate that 

Pensacola will be chosen as the commissioning site for the USS William P. Lawrence sometime in 2011. Lawrence is currently 

being built in Pascagoula, Mississippi, and is named for VADM Bill Lawrence, USN (Ret), naval aviator, Vietnam POW and 

national hero. It will be the fifth ship commissioned in Pensacola. 

(PNJ óViewpointô article (February 28
th
) by ADM Robert J. "Bob" Kelly, USN (Ret), who is Chairman of the Centennial of Naval 

Aviation Committee and a trustee of the Naval Aviation Museum Foundation.) 

 

ôSIDEWINDER Sõ OF STRIKE FIGHTER SQUADRON 86  
 

An F/A-18C Hornet aircraft assigned to the óSidewindersô of Strike Fighter Squadron 86 passes above the 

aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) while underway in the Sea of Japan February 28
th
, 2010. The Nimitz 

Carrier Strike Group is conducting operations in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility. 

 

 DoD photo by MC2 John Philip Wagner Jr., USN
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 NAME CHANGE FOR IRAQ WAR: ôOPERATION NEW DAWNõ 
 

ay goodbye to óOperation Iraqi Freedom.ô Effective September 1
st
, the war in Iraq will acquire a new 

official moniker: óOperation New Dawn.ô Defense Secretary Robert Gates announced the move February 

17
th
 in a memo to GEN David Petraeus, USA, Chief of U.S. Central Command.  In the brief, one-paragraph 

memo, a copy of which also went to ADM Mike Mullen, USN, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gates said the name 

change is designed to coincide with "the change of mission for U.S. forces in Iraq." 

 

 

POSTAL SERVICE HONOR S 4 DI STINGUISHED SAILOR S WITH STAMPS  

 
he U.S. Postal Service issued "Distinguished Sailors stamps" February 4

th
 to honor four Sailors who served with bravery 

and distinction during the 20
th
 century: William S. Sims, Arleigh A. Burke, John McCloy, and Doris Miller were selected 

for the honor. The stamps will be unveiled in a ceremony at a First-Day-of-Issue Ceremony conducted at the Navy Memorial in 

Washington, D.C. - 

* VADM William S. Sims, USN (Ret), served as Commander of U.S. Naval Forces in European waters during WWII and 

helped shape the Navy into a modern fighting force. His stamp features a photograph of Sims in 1919. Beside the photograph is  

a depiction of the crest of the destroyer escort USS W. S. Sims (DE 1059), which was commissioned in 1970. 

* ADM Arleigh A. Burke, USN (Ret), was one of the top destroyer squadron commanders of WWII. Burke was hailed as a 

"Sailor's Sailor" who defined what it meant to be a naval officer: "Relentless in combat, resourceful in command, and revered 

by his crews." His stamp features a detail from a photograph of Burke in 1951 with a depiction of the crest of the guided 

missile destroyer USS Arleigh Burke (DDG 51), which was commissioned in 1991.  

* LCDR John McCloy, USN (Ret), has the distinction of being one of the few men in the nation's history to earn two Medals of 

Honor for separate acts of heroism. His stamp features a detail from a photograph of McCloy, circa 

1920, with a depiction of the crest of the destroyer escort, USS McCloy (DE 1038), which was 

commissioned in 1963. 

* Ships Cook Third Class Doris Miller has been given the title of "the first African-American hero 

of World War II." Miller became an inspiration to generations of Americans for his actions at Pearl 

Harbor in 1941,  His stamp features a detail from a photograph of Miller in 1942, with a depiction of the crest of the destroyer 

escort USS Miller (DE 1091), which was commissioned in 1973.   

 

NAVY UNVEILS LITTORAL WARFARE CENTER  

 
he Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC) Panama City, Florida Division unveiled its new $12.5 million Littoral Warfare 

Systems Facility on Thursday as speakers touted the center as a valuable resource for the Navyôs current and emerging 

near-shore technologies. NSWC Technical Director Delbert ñAceò Summey said the centerôs opening represents a milestone 

for the Navy. Summey said the facility will help the Navy in its push to put multiple, interchangeable mission modules on it 

ships. ñThe capability is really going to revolutionize the Navy and how we do business,ò Summey 

said. The Navy will conduct testing on its new Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) mission module 

packages at the facility, with research and development also planned there for NSWC mine 

countermeasures, anti-submarine warfare and surface warfare technologies. 

 

 

STRIKE FIGHTER SQUAD RON (V FA) 14 OPERATIONS  

A U.S. Navy F/A-18E Super Hornet aircraft assigned to the Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 14 

prepares to land aboard the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) while underway in the North 

Arabian Sea. Operations in the U.S. 5
th
 Fleet area of responsibility are focused on reassuring 

regional partners of the United States commitment to security, which promotes stability and 

global prosperity. 

 

DoD photo by MC1 David Mercil, USN                        yLewis Bear CompanXx 
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REPLENISHMENT AT SEA  
 

The Military Sealift Command fleet replenishment oiler USNS Patuxent (T-AO 201), center, 

conducts a replenishment at sea with the guided-missile destroyer USS McFaul (DDG 74), left, 

and the guided-missile cruiser USS San Jacinto (CG 56) March 29
th
, 2010, while off the coast of 

Djibouti. 

 

DoD photo by MC2 Jason R. Zalasky, USN 

 

 

 

WOUNDED WARRIOR CENTER UNVEILED AT NMCP  

 
fter a year and a half of construction, the new Wounded Warrior Patriots' Inn was unveiled at the Naval Medical Center in 

Portsmouth, Virginia during a dedication ceremony. Recovering in Portsmouth never looked so good for wounded 

warriors. The $5.2 million project rebuilt the 7
th 

floor of Building 3 and will be a permanent area 

dedicated to the recovery of injured service members and wounded warriors. RADM Thomas 

Cullison, USN, who once led the staff in Portsmouth, returned to celebrate the opening of the new 

and improved facilities. ñThe Patriots' Inn will allow us to take care of our patients; Marine, Sailors, 

Airmen, Soldiers and Coast Guardsmen, when they don't need to be in the hospital for care, but they 

still need to be close to a hospital for care.ò The facility has 13 rooms and every support possible for the service members who 

need them. 

 

 

VINSON  PARTNERING WITH URUGUAY FOR ôSOUTHERN SEAS 2010õ 

 
USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) observed conducting operations with Uruguay off the coast of 

the South American nation. As part of Southern Seas 2010, a component of U.S. Naval 

Forces Southern Command (USSOUTHCOM) Partnership of the Americas, Vinson and 

USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) conduct various naval exercises with the Uruguayan Navy 

including maneuvering drills and military-to-military exchanges by embarking subject 

matter experts to encourage the two-way flow of information. Carl Vinson recently 

completed similar operations with Brazil following a port visit in Rio de Janeiro.  

ñUruguay is a recognized leader in international peacekeeping operations and we enjoy a 

great exchange during our time together," said Vinson's Commanding Officer CAPT 

Bruce H. Lindsey, USN. Also conducting operations with Uruguay is USS Bunker Hill, Destroyer Squadron 1 and air wing 

components from CVW 17, VFA 81, VAW 125, VRC 40, and HS 15, which are all currently assigned to Carrier Strike Group 

(CSG) 1.    

 

PEA RL HARBOR BASE MERGES WITH HICK AM AFB  

 
he naval base at Pearl Harbor and Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii, merged February 7

th
 and became Joint Base Pearl 

Harbor-Hickam. The change, which puts the Navy in charge of the base, is the result of a decision by the Base Closure and 

Realignment Commission in 2005. The bases are among 26 installations nationwide that are combining to form 12 joint bases. 

The base doesnôt plan any layoffs. It would only eliminate positions through attrition. 

 The base will likely see an overall increase of some 5,500 personnel in coming years as the Navy shifts new Virginia-

class submarines to Hawaii and the Air Force brings in F-22 fighter jets and unmanned surveillance aircraft. 

 

 

ORIONS MOVE TO SEYCHELLES  

 
 detachment of P-3 Orion has moved to the Seychelles Island in the Indian Ocean to help fight pirates off the coast of 

Africa. The three maritime surveillance aircraft from Patrol Squadron 26 moved from Djibouti. VP 26 deployed from 

Naval Air Station Brunswick, Maine, at the end of November of last year; the base will be closed in 2011. The squadron will 

head to Florida at the end of its deployment and settle into its new home at Naval Air Station Jacksonville. 
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PE NSACOLA COUNCIL/NATIONAL APPLICATION  

NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES  

Annual Membership Dues 

        

_____Individual one year - $80*  _____Individual two year - $120*      _____ Individual three year -  $155* 

  

   _____ Joint Husband/Wife - $115* Spouseôs first name_______________   _____Active Duty Spouse -$60* 

             *Includes first year local council dues of $30.00. Local dues will be billed annually.   

 

Life Membership 

 _____Individual life member -  $530**                                          ____Joint husband/wife life member - $780** 

**After the life membership is paid, $30 local dues will be assessed on an annual basis. 

 

All of the above assessments include national dues and a subscription to SEA POWER Magazine. 

   

ADMIRALS CLUB 
you wish to give extra support and leadership to the Councilôs local programs, please join the Admiralôs Club. 

 

_____Yes, I want to join and I have added an additional $60 contribution 

 

 

Membership is open to U.S. citizens who are not on active duty with a military service. 

. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

                         Rank/Title               First Name                    M.I.                           Last Name 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

                          Address                                                         City                                 State                 ZIP 

 

                         Phone (Home)_________________________ Phone (Business)______________________ 

 

 E-Mail Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

                          _____Yes _____No - I wish to receive BULLHORN Newsletter, Local Event Information and  

                         Annual Dues Renewal information via my above email address. (Note:  if No, information will be  

                         sent via mail to your  above address.)                                       

 

                         ___________________________________________________________________________ 

                         Applicantôs date of birth                      Spouseôs Name                    Spouseôs date of birth 

 

 Sponsorôs name (optional)______________________________________________________ 

  

Mail applications to 

Pensacola Council, Navy League of the U.S. 

P.O box 17486 Pensacola, FL 32522 

 

* You should receive your Local Welcome Aboard Package and ID Card within 2 weeks from the date of   receipt. Please 

allow up to 3 weeks for processing of your National application.   
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Sponsorship for The Navy League Bullhorn Newsletter is available to any business. For 

more information, please contact the Navy League Office.  
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