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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE           
Bob Anderson 

 
December arrived really fast this year, but that seems to be the way it is when you are busy and having 

fun.  The next thing up for the Pensacola Council of Navy League is our annual Christmas Party and 

Installation Dinner Dance.  It is bittersweet for many members of the Board of Directors.  We say 

farewell to some of them whose terms expire in 2010.  The good news is, these members have been very 

active with Navy League over the years and will continue even after their terms expire.  Those whose 

terms expire include Jeri Blankenbeck, who seems to know everyone in town.  If you want to plan an 

event in Navy League she is the person you need to talk to; Pete Moore whose work with membership 

and Navy League business affiliates has been nothing short of spectacular; Kenny Ruber whose 

approach to education issues that are sponsored by the Navy League have been equally spectacular; Fred 

Sitten has been a member of the Board and is also the Treasurer for the Pensacola Council.  Thankfully, 

Fred will continue as our Treasurer and Vice Admiral Jerry Unruh who has been the main contact for 

our events with the Pensacola Pelicans baseball team. 

   More good news for the Pensacola Council is we have a great cadre of incoming members to 

the Board.  They include three year board members Meredith Wolf, Rear Admiral Paul Tobin, Dave 

Wilhite, Roy Bertram, John Pritchard, and Jerry Kindle.  One year board members include Joe Gilchrist 

and past president Bobby Riggs.   

   Back on track last month were Admirals Club events.  We owe a big thank you to board 

member Nancy Fetterman who provided her home for an Admirals Club reception just prior to the Blue Angel homecoming air 

show.  The reception was a great success.  Jeri Blankenbeck will co-chair the Admirals Club in 2011 and has already planned an 

event for January.  There will also be events scheduled in conjunction with the 100
th
 Anniversary of the Naval Aviation and the 

commissioning of the USS William P.  Lawrence (DDG 110) in the May 2011 time frame. 

   As I said last December, it is a very humbling experience to serve as the President of the Pensacola Council, especially 

considering those who have gone before.  I will leave you in the very cap 

able hands of Mark Harden, who will be your president in 2011.  Merry Christmas and have a Happy and Prosperous New Year.       

 

DESTROYER TO BE COMMISSIONED AT N AVAL AIR STATION P ENSACOLA  
 

ensacola Naval Air Station is scheduled to host the commissioning of a new Navy destroyer in late spring, and local officials 

are preparing for the traditional festivities. The USS William P. Lawrence 

(DDG-110) is a guided-missile destroyer that has been under construction in 

Pascagoula, Mississippi since 2008.  

ADM Robert Kelly, USN (Ret) and Judge Lacey Collier, both 

Northwest Florida residents, are co-chairing the Lawrence Commissioning 

Committee, which has already had its kickoff gathering.  The ship, named after VADM William Porter 

Lawrence, USN (Ret), was the first naval aviator to fly at twice the speed of sound. Lawrence earned the 

Silver Star for his actions in North Vietnam in 1968. His fighter aircraft was shot down during an attack on 

a heavily defended target. Lawrence was captured and spent nearly six years as a prisoner of war. He later 

served as Superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy, Commander of the U.S. Third Fleet and Chief of 

Naval Personnel. Lawrence retired from the Navy in 1986 and died in 2005. 
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MEDAL OF HONOR  

Nathan G. Gordo n  

Lieutenant Junior Grade, U.S. Navy  

Commander of Catalina Patrol Plane  

 
athan Gordon had practiced law for two years when he decided to enlist in the Navy in 1941. He had always 

wanted to fly and he figured that it would be more interesting to see the war in which he was sure the United 

States would become involved in from the air  rather than on the ground. 

 At the end of training, young aviators had some say in the kinds of aircraft they wanted to fly. Many of 

Gordonôs buddies chose the glamorous fighter planes, but he preferred the ungainly PBY patrol planes. He joined a 

squadron in Norfolk, Virginia, and later went to the Caribbean, where he flew a Catalina PBY on night missions 

searching for the German U-boats preying on Allied convoys. Then he was sent to Hawaii, Midway and Perth, 

Australia, before being ordered to Samarai, a small island off the southeastern tip of New Guinea, from which he 

flew bombing and torpedo missions against Japanese merchant shipping in the Bismarck Sea. 

 On February 15
th
, 1944, a large force of American bombers attacked the strongly defended Japanese airfield at Kavieng, 

New Ireland, a stepping stone to the Admiralty Islands. In the daylong battle, several were hit by antiaircraft fire. When they could, 

the pilots circled back and went down in Kavieng Harbor to avoid crashing in enemy-held territory and the PBYs went to their 

rescue.  

 Over the radio, Gordon heard that a B-25 had gone down and flew to the position where he was told the crew had ditched. 

Seeing the yellow dye marker in the water, he made a risky landing in fifteen-foot swells, hitting with such force that his plane 

popped rivets and developed several cracks. He found wreckage, including a deflated life raft, but no survivors and after taxiing 

for several minutes to make sure that no one was still alive, he got the plane airborne again. 

 Shortly afterward, Gordon was guided to another downed bomber by a B-25 that had just finished its bombing run. This 

time he saw six American fliers, several of them badly injured, in a life raft. He made another difficult landing and while his crew 

tried to plug the leaks in the plane, he taxied toward the raft as Japanese artillery on shore opened fire. After several abortive 

attempts to reach the airmen in the rolling seas, Gordon had to cut the engines and stop, making the plane a sitting target ï only its 

erratic bobbing in the waves prevented the PBY from being hit by Japanese guns. Finally, he got the 

airmen aboard, restarted the engines, and positioned the plane for takeoff by forcing the nose up to keep 

from being capsized by the high swells. 

 Just as he was airborne, he received a call about another downed B-25, this one much closer to shore. To rescue the crew, 

he would have to fly directly over enemy guns at three hundred feet and land close to them. His crew pulled in another three 

American fliers as fire from the enemy shore batteries bracketed his plane. 

 Gordon got airborne again and was headed for home when he received yet another call. He made another risky landing 

and picked up six more airmen. After the last rescue, with the plane leaking badly as he crashed through the high waves on takeoff, 

he managed to return to the base with his precious cargo of fifteen airmen.  

 Several months later, Gordon found out he was to be awarded the Medal of Honor. He thought that he would get back to 

Washington D.C. Instead, he was ordered to Brisbane, Australia, where ADM Thomas Kincaid, USN, the senior U.S. Naval 

Officer on General Douglas MacArthurôs staff, presented the medal to him on July 13
th
, 1944. Later that same day, he was in the 

air again, flying a fifteen-hour patrol. 

 

NAVY COMMISSION ED  NEW DESTROYER  

he Navy commissioned the newest Arleigh Burke class guided-missile destroyer, USS Jason 

Dunham (DDG 109), during a ceremony Saturday, November 13
th
, at Port Everglades, Fort 

Lauderdale, Florida. The new destroyer honors CPL Jason L. Dunham, USMC; the first Marine 

awarded the Medal of Honor for Operation Iraqi Freedom. Commandant of the Marine Corps GEN 

James Amos delivered the ceremony's principal address. Debra Dunham served as sponsor of the ship 

named for her late son. The ceremony was highlighted by a time-honored Navy tradition when she gave 

the first order to ñman our ship and bring her to life!ò Dunham was born in Scio, New York, November 

10
th
, 1981, sharing the same birthday as the U.S. Marine Corps. On April 14

th
, 2004, Dunhamôs squad 

was conducting a reconnaissance mission in Karabilah, Iraq, when his battalion commanderôs convoy 

was ambushed. When Dunhamôs squad approached to provide fire support, an Iraqi insurgent leapt out 

of a vehicle and attacked Dunham.  As Dunham wrestled the insurgent to the ground, he noticed that the 

enemy fighter had a grenade in his hand and immediately alerted his fellow Marines.  When the enemy 

dropped the live grenade, Dunham took off his Kevlar helmet, covered the grenade, and threw himself 

on top to smother the blast.  In an ultimate selfless act of courage, in which he was mortally wounded, 

he saved the lives of two fellow Marines.  

USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109), the 59
th
 Arleigh Burke-class destroyer, will be able to 

conduct a variety of operations, from peacetime presence and crisis management to sea control and power projection. CDR M. 

Scott Sciretta, USN, is the first Commanding Officer of the ship.  
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COUNCIL  MEMBER PROFILE  

Pro spective President  

CNOCM Mark Harden , USN (Ret) 

 
ensacola was Mark Hardenôs place of birth and where he attended school, graduating from 

Escambia High School in 1969 and Pensacola Junior College in 1971.  He has been active in the 

community since returning to the Pensacola area after his military retirement. Mark is a member of the 

Pensacola Rotary Club.  As a Rotarian, he taught a Core Values course to sixth graders in our school 

system and regularly hosts active duty military personnel to lunch as guests of the Pensacola Rotary 

Club.  He is a board member on the U.S. Navy League, Pensacola Council, and Vice President of that 

Board of Directors.  In the Navy League, he has chaired the membership committee and organizes and 

coordinates the annual Military Spouse Appreciation Luncheon.  He has also attended and presented 

awards at numerous NJROTC awards presentations at local high schools.  Mark also co-chairs the 

Global War on Terrorism Veterans in Need Committee as part of the Veteranôs Memorial Foundation. 

Mark Hardenôs naval career spans 30 years.  In his last job in the Navy, he was the Chief of 

Naval Operations Directed Command Master Chief responsible for personnel in Guam and the Western Pacific.  He was a member 

of the Chief of Naval Operations (CNO)/Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) Senior Enlisted Advisory Panel.  The 

CNO/MCPON panel provided direct input for many of the personnel decisions and policies in place today in the Navy.   While in 

the Navy, Mark was a member of the Submarine Force and was a Senior Enlisted Advisor at numerous Naval Commands.  He 

received training on Naval Nuclear Power Plant operations and attended many military leadership courses including the United 

States Army Sergeantsô Major Academy. 

After retiring from the Navy in 2004, Mark returned to Pensacola and entered the workforce in the Florida Panhandle as 

the Director, Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society (NMCRS) for Northwest Florida.  NMCRS is a 

charitable organization designed to help Sailors and Marines who find themselves in financial need.  Over 

the past six years, NMCRS has dispensed over $7 million to military families and retirees in the 

Pensacola/Milton/Panama City area and has provided financial counseling to thousands of our local 

military.  Mark was Director when Hurricane Ivan struck the area and was also instrumental in support 

provided to our active and retired military families after Hurricanes Katrina and Dennis. As a military relief representative in 

northwest Florida, Mark was appointed to the Jacksonville Community Foundationôs Braive Fund Advisory Committee.  The 

Braive Fund provided grant assistance for programs that supported returning Service Members from Iraq and Afghanistan.  He is 

also a member of the Chamberôs Military Affairs Committee.  Mark was chosen to participate in the Pensacola Chamber of 

Commerce Leadership Pensacola (LeaP) program for 2008, and is the current Chairman for the program. He was instrumental in 

revamping the leadership segment of LeaP.  As a member of the Unite Escambia Poverty Solutions Team, he has worked with 

local Florida Legislators seeking legislation that will protect local consumers. Mark is also a board member of the Council on 

Aging Board of Directors and sits on the Executive Committee of that organization and is Chairman of the Programs Committee.   

Mark is married to the former Kathryn Bailey, also a Pensacola native. 

 

EXERCISE WITH SOUTH KOREAN NAVY  
  

U.S. Sailors position F/A-18 Super Hornet aircraft on the flight deck of 

the aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) during flight 

operations while underway off the coast of the Korean peninsula 

November 30
th
. George Washington was in the waters west of the 

Korean peninsula for a training exercise with the South Korean Navy.  

 

U.S. Navy photos by MC3 David A. Cox, USN 

 
 

 

FORMER MARINE RECOMMENDED FOR MEDAL OF HONOR  

 Kentucky man appears to be in line to become the first living Marine since Vietnam to be awarded the Medal of Honor. The 

Marine Corps will not confirm that former CPL Dakota Meyer, USMC, of Greensburg, Kentucky, has been nominated for the 

nation's highest award for valor, but the news network CNN, quoting a Defense Department official 

with knowledge of the award process, is reporting that former Marine Corps Commandant GEN James 

Conway, USMC, signed off on Meyer's nomination for the medal prior to retiring last month.  
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ACTIVE DUTY MEMBER PROFILE  

Commanding Officer  
Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron [Blue Angels]  

CDR David E. Koss, USN  
 

CDR David E. Koss is a native of Orange Park, Florida, and graduated from West Springfield 

High School in 1987, where he lettered in tennis, track and cross-country.  He attended the United 

States Naval Academy where he lettered in boxing and graduated with a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Oceanography in 1991, and was commissioned an Ensign in the U.S. Navy. 

Following a year "stashed" at Strike Fighter Weapons School Atlantic, David reported to 

Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola, Florida for aviation indoctrination in May 1992. He 

completed primary flight training in the T-34 C Mentor at NAS Whiting Field, Florida, and 

transferred to NAS Meridian, Mississippi, for intermediate and advanced flight training in the T-

2C Buckeye and TA-4 Skyhawk.  He received his wings of gold in March of 1995. 

 Following completion of the FA-18C Fleet Replacement Squadron Training with 

VMFAT-101 at MCAS El Toro, California, David reported to Strike Fighter Squadron 87 (VFA-

87), the ñGolden Warriors,ò at NAS Cecil Field, Jacksonville, Florida. While there, David served 

as Schedules Officer, Aircraft Division Officer, NATOPS Officer, Air-to-Ground Weapons 

Tactics Officer and Safety Officer. He also received the LT Charles T. Nelson Leadership Award 

and completed a Mediterranean/Adriatic Sea deployment, participating in operations over Iraq and 

Bosnia-Herzegovina while embarked on the USS John F. Kennedy (CVN 67).  

 In February 1999, David reported to NAS Fallon, Nevada, for training at TOPGUN. Upon completion, he reported to the 

VFA-106 ñGladiatorsò as a Strike Fighter Tactics Instructor and Fleet Replacement Squadron Instructor Pilot.  In July 2001, David 

re-joined VFA-87, embarked on the USS Enterprise (CVN 65) in the Arabian Gulf, where he flew missions in support of Operation 

Enduring Freedom.  While with the ñGolden Warriors,ò David received the LCDR Mike Longardt Award for leadership, and 

served as the Operations, Maintenance and Admin Department Head and flew missions in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  

 In December 2004, David reported to Standing Joint Force Headquarters, U.S. Pacific Command at Camp Smith, Hawaii, 

as Air and Maritime Planner where he participated in numerous multi-national exercises within the Pacific Theater.   David then 

reported to VFA-122, the ñFlying Eagles,ò to conduct training in the FA-18E. In July 2007, he reported to the VFA-14 

ñTophattersò as Executive Officer.   

      David assumed command of the ñTophattersò in November 2008, and completed a deployment embarked onboard the 

USS Nimitz (CVN 68) supporting Operation Enduring Freedom.  In May 2010, he reported to VFA-125, the ñRough Raiders,ò for 

refresher training in the FA-18C.   

 David assumed command of the Blue Angels in November 2010.  He has over 3,000 flight hours 

and 740 carrier arrested landings.  His decorations include the Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious Service 

Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, two Air Medals with Combat V, four Air Medals (Strike Flight), two 

Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medals, Joint Achievement Medal, three Navy and Marine Corps 

Achievement Medals, as well as various campaign and unit awards.  

 

USS GRAVELY (DDG 107) GETS  PROUD SEND OFF  
 

he USS Gravely (DDG-107), the Navy's newest aegis destroyer has now left Northrop Grumman shipyard; The men and 

women who helped build the vessel were at the dock to bid the ship farewell. One longtime shipyard worker said the next best 

thing to wearing a military uniform, is having a hand in building one of these impressive war ships. The Gravely is the 27
th
 aegis 

destroyer on a contract to build 28 such vessels. U.S. patriotism and a pride of workmanship were abundant during the launch. The 

ship is named for Samuel Gravely, a courageous African-American who helped break down color barriers in the 1940s Navy.  

As the ship prepares to pull away, it's an exciting moment for crew members and bittersweet for the workers who invested 

several years of sweat and effort building the best ship possible. The Gravely was transferred to Wilmington, North Carolina, 

where it was commissioned. The ship's homeport will be Norfolk, Virginia.  

 

 

MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 262  
 

A U.S. Marine Corps CH-53E Sea Stallion helicopter assigned to Marine Medium Helicopter 

Squadron 262 takes off from the flight deck of the forward-deployed amphibious assault ship 

USS Essex (LHD 2) on November 22
nd

.  The Essex is part of the permanently forward-

deployed Essex Amphibious Ready Group underway in the western Pacific Ocean.  

 

DoD photo by PO3 Casey H. Kyhl, USN     yLewis Bear CompanXx 
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AHOY NEW MEMBERS     
 

e are pleased to welcome the following new members to the Pensacola Council and express our 

gratitude to those who are their sponsors. With your help, our council will be able to assist our 

Sea Services who are dedicated to protecting our  

homeland and preserving our freedoms.  
Name                                                                              Town Sponsor 
Dr. David Aronson Pensacola, FL  

CDR Susan B. Cramer, USN (Ret) Pensacola, FL VADM Jerry Unruh, USN (Ret) 

Mr. Gerald E. Mock Pensacola, FL Bobby Riggs 

Mr. John F. OôHara Pensacola, FL 

Mr. Greg Orick Pensacola, FL 

Mrs. Meredith Jones Wolf Pace, FL Bobby Riggs   

CAPT Ron Zimmerman, USN (Ret) Pensacola, FL 

Mrs. Anna Mary Zimmerman Pensacola, FL 

 

                                                       Total Membership ï 395 (-8) 

 

                                                     Admirals Club                          

 
Mrs. Meredith James Wolf 

CAPT Ron Zimmerman, USN (Ret)      

Mrs. Anna Mary Zimmerman  

                                                     

Total Membership ï 95 (+ 1) 

 

 

U.S. AND JAPANESE EXERCISE  
 

A Standard Missile 3 (SM-3) Block 1A launches from the Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force 

destroyer JS Kirishima (DD 174), while underway in the Pacific Ocean. The missile successfully 

intercepted a ballistic missile target launched from the Pacific Missile Range Facility at Barking Sands in 

Kauai, Hawaii.  

The test was conducted as part of a U.S. and Japanese exercise with participation from the U.S. 

Navy Aegis-class guided missile cruisers USS Lake Erie (CG 70) and USS Russell (DDG 59).  

 

 

  

 

 

 

NAVY NAMES FOUR  SUBS TO  CARRY FIRST WOMEN  
 

avy officials announced selection of four submarines as the first to receive women for service aboard subs.  The Navy 

selected the USS Wyoming (SSBN 742) and USS Georgia (SSGN 729) based in Kings Bay, Georgia, and the USS Maine 

(SSBN 741) and USS Ohio (SSGN 726) with their homeport in Bangor, Washington.  Twenty-four women officers are in training 

for submarine service and are expected to join their boats in December 2011.  

             The Wyoming and the Maine are nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines, and the Georgia and Ohio are nuclear-

powered cruise missile submarines.  Submarines of these classes are assigned two full crews, known as blue and gold crews, which 

rotate between sea and shore duty to maximize the time a submarine can spend in its assigned area. Two of the women in each 

crew will be submarine officers, and the third officer will be a warfare-qualified supply officer.  They 

will be assigned to their first submarine duty station after nuclear power school, prototype training and 

the Submarine Officer Basic Course.  They are expected to report to their assigned submarines 

beginning in December 2011.  

 The names of the officers are not being released in order to allow them to complete their training without undue 

distractions. 
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TIDBITS  
Heroes OõHare 

 
utch OôHare was Americaôs first flying ace of World War II. On February 20

th
, 1942, he spotted a formation of Japanese 

bombers preparing to attack the carrier USS Lexington (CV 2) in the waters off New Guinea. Diving into their midst, he shot 

down six of them single-handedly, saving the ship and the lives of thousands aboard. This action was the basis for him being 

awarded the Medal of Honor. Butch died in combat the following year and in 1949, the citizens of Chicago honored him by 

naming their airport after him. 

That is not all there is to the story; however, Butchôs father was a lawyer and racetrack owner named Eddie OôHare. 

ñArtful Eddie,ò as he was known, got involved with Chicago mob boss Al Capone in the 1920s. That connection made him a ton 

of money, but he was worried about the impact on his teenage son. OôHare was dead set on his Butch getting into the U.S. Naval 

Academy and he figured he would have to break away from Capone before that could happen. 

So ñArtful Eddieò cut a deal with the Feds. For the sake of his sonôs future, he volunteered to risk his life and inform on 

Capone. He detailed the mobsterôs operations for IRS agents and led them to a bookkeeper who could testify about Caponeôs 

illegal income. As a result, prosecutors were able to convict Capone on charges of tax evasion and send him to prison in 1931. 

Butch OôHare got an appointment to the Naval Academy a year later.  

So while OôHare Airport bears the name of a World War II hero, it also commemorates a father willing to do anything for 

his son and the man who helped prosecutors win their war against Al Capone. Eddie OôHare also 

played a critical role in the trial of Capone. He revealed to prosecutors that the fix was in ï that 

Caponeôs henchmen had bribed or coerced everyone in the jury pool. Acting on that information, 

Judge James Wilkerson switched jury panels with another judge on the first day of the trial. The jury selected from that panel went 

on to convict Capone and send him to Alcatraz. Eddie paid the ultimate price for informing on Capone. In 1939, shortly before 

Capone was released from prison, he was gunned down on the orders of Chicago gangster Frank Nitti. 

 

MINE COUNTERMEA SURES  
 

A demolition charge detonates 1,500 meters from the mine countermeasures ship USS Scout 

(MCM 8) in the Straits of Hormuz on November 19
th
. The charge was built and detonated by 

sailors assigned to Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 1 and Mobile Diving and Salvage 

Unit 2, attached to Combined Task Group 56.1 during joint mine 

countermeasures training. The Scout is attached to Combined Task 

Force 151 deployed supporting maritime security operations in the 

U.S. 5
th
 Fleet area of responsibility.  

DoD photo by PO1 Joshua Lee Kelsey, USN 
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Schedule of Events 
 

Navy League Christmas Party 

New World Landing 

December 16
th
  

 

Military Recognition Luncheon 

New World Landing 

February 24
th
, 2011 

 

NJROTC Recognition 

April  

 

Military Appreciation Month 

May  

 

MARINE ASSAULT AMPHIBIOUS VEHICLE  
 

.S. Marines from the 26
th
 Marine Expeditionary Unit drive an assault amphibious vehicle 

towards the amphibious dock landing ship USS Carter Hall (LSD 50) November 2
nd

, 

following amphibious training ashore in Djibouti. Carter Hall is part of the Kearsarge 

Amphibious Ready Group, which supports maritime security operations and theater security 

cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5
th
 Fleet area of responsibility.  

DoD photo by MC3 Kristin L. Grover, USN 
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CITIES SELECTED FOR 2011 ôNAVY WEEKõ CELEBRATIONS 

 
merica's Navy will "come home" to the Quad Cities in conjunction with the Quad Cities Air Show, June 

16
th
 -22

nd
, to feature the Blue Angels. Quad Citiesô Navy Week celebration 2011 gives area residents an 

opportunity to meet some of the Navy's Sailors and learn about the Navy's mission and its broad-ranging 

capabilities. The U.S. Navy conducts approximately 20 Navy Weeks each year, reaching out to communities 

across the country to show Americans the investment they have made in their Navy. Other areas that have been 

selected to host a 2011 Navy Week include: Tampa, Austin, Keesler AFB in Biloxi, Dallas-Fort Worth, Denver, 

NAS/JRB New Orleans in Belle Chasse, Philadelphia, Chattanooga, Chicago, Rochester, Detroit, Los Angeles, Fargo, 

Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Omaha, New England, Albuquerque, El Paso and San Antonio. The 2011 Navy Week season will also 

help commemorate the Centennial of Naval Aviation, which kicks off in 2011 and continues as a year-long celebration with a 

variety of commemorative events planned across the country throughout the year.  

 

OPERATIONS IN NORTH ARABIAN SEA  

 
An AV-8B Harrier aircraft assigned to Marine Attack Squadron 311 lands on the flight deck 

of the amphibious assault ship USS Peleliu (LHA 5), while underway in the North Arabian 

Sea. The aircraft was returning after completing its last flight in support of Operation 

Enduring Freedom with the Peleliu Amphibious Ready Group while deployed with the 15
th
 

Marine Expeditionary Unit.  

 

DoD photo by MC1s R. David Valdez, USN 

 

 

EXERCISE KOA KAI  

he guided missile destroyers USS Chung-Hoon (DDG 93), foreground, and USS Russell 

(DDG 59), center, and the fleet replenishment oiler USNS Guadalupe (T-AO 200) sail in 

formation November 17
th
, during Exercise Koa Kai off the coast of Oahu, Hawaii. Koa Kai is 

the primary integrated training event for mid-Pacific surface combatant units and encompasses 

Hawaii-based surface, submarine and aviation assets and other commands within the region.  

 

DoD photo by MC2 Robert Stirrup, USN 

 

NAVY LEAGUE CHRISTMAS PARTY  

 
he final event of the year is the annual Christmas party which will be held on December 16

th
 at the New World Landing. 

Everyone should have received their invitation and responded in the affirmative.  We will be welcoming new board members 

for 2011/2012/2013 time frame and we will be saying farewell to some members who have just finished their three year term. The 

band will be the All Star Band which has played in past years and everyone attending will be served an excellent meal. Please join 

us for not only an evening of dance, but also to meet with many of our active duty personnel who will also be in attendance.  

 We want to express our sincere appreciation to Pen Air for their support of this very special evening. RADM Joseph F. 

Kilkenny, Commander, Naval Education and Training Command will officiate at this event, where he will swear in 

the incoming Board of Directors and Officers for 2011. FORCM Bob Anderson, USN (Ret), outgoing president, 

will be passing the gavel to incoming president, CNOCM Mark Harden, USN (Ret).  

 If you have not already made your reservations, please give the Navy League office a call ï it is 

guaranteed to be a very nice evening with lots of dancing, food, drink and camaraderie.  

 

OSPREY AIRCRAFT LANDING ON AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIP  

 
U.S. Navy Aviation Boatswain's Mate 3

rd
 Class David Neiman directs a Marine MV-22B 

Osprey aircraft as it lands aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3),  while 

underway in the Gulf of Aden. The Osprey is assigned to Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 

(VMM) 266, 26
th
 Marine Expeditionary Unit. The Kearsarge Amphibious Ready Group is 

underway conducting maritime security operations in the U.S. 5
th
 Fleet area of responsibility.  

DoD photo by PO3 Scott Pittman, USN 
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