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REAR ADMIRAL JOSEPH F. KILKENNY  

United State s Navy  

Commander, Naval Education and Training Command  

 
Rear Admiral Joseph F. Kilkenny was raised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. A 1977 

graduate of The Citadel, he received his commission through the Navy ROTC program 

and was designated a naval flight officer in December 1978. 

            Kilkenny has flown the A-6 "Intruder" and later flew the EA-6B "Prowler", F-14 

"Tomcat" and F/A-18 ñSuper Hornetò. At sea, he served in squadrons, ship's company and 

afloat staff assignments with attack squadrons, carriers, carrier air wings and carrier battle 

groups to the Mediterranean, and Red Seas, Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans as well as 

the Persian Gulf; embarked in USS Independence (CV 62), USS Coral Sea (CV 43), USS 

John F. Kennedy (CV 67), USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70), USS Enterprise (CVN 65), USS 

Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) and USS George Washington (CVN 73). He commanded 

Attack Squadron 196 and Carrier Air Wing 3. He has logged more than 800 carrier-

arrested landings and 3500 flight hours in tactical jets. 

            Shore duties included assignment as an aviation officer candidate class officer, a 

Fleet Replacement Squadron Instructor with Attack Squadron 42, Readiness Officer at 

Medium Attack Wing 1, Deputy Operations Off icer at U.S. Atlantic Command, Head of 

the Strike Warfare Directorate at Tactical Training Group Atlantic and Head of Aviation 

Officer Distribution (PERS43) at the Bureau of Personnel. 

            His flag officer assignments include Director, Aviation Plans and Requirements (N780) on 

the staff of the Chief of Naval Operations, and Special Assistant for Naval Aviation's Human Capital 

Strategy on the staff of Commander Naval Air Forces. He has commanded Carrier Strike Group 10 

and Navy Recruiting Command. 

            Kilkenny's awards include the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Distinguished 

Flying Cross, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal, Navy Commendation Medal, Army 

Commendation Medal and various campaign, service and unit awards. 

 

 

 

FORMER ôBLUE ANGELõ TO HEAD UP PACIFIC FLEET 
 

The Navyôs top fleet change of command in the Pacific region took place recently in Hawaii. 

ADM Patrick Walsh, USN, assumed command of the U.S. Pacific Fleet from ADM Robert 

Willard, USN, who has been tapped to replace retiring ADM Timothy Keating, USN,  as head of 

U.S. Pacific Command, based just a few miles away at Camp H.M. Smith. The morning 

ceremony was held at Kilo Pier at Pearl Harbor, with the World War II memorials for the sunken 

battleships as the backdrop. The Pacific Fleet command is the Navyôs largest, covering more than 

half the Earthôs surface, from the coast of southern Africa to the eastern Pacific, and it includes 

about 180 ships, 1,500 aircraft and 125,000 sailors and Marines. Walsh, who graduated from the 

Naval Academy in 1977, trained as an A-7 Corsair pilot and transitioned to the F/A-18. He flew with the Blue Angels Flight 

Demostration Squadron based out of Pensacola, Florida and later flew combat missions off the carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt  

(CVN 71) during the Persian Gulf War, and went on to command U.S. Naval Forces-Central Command and U.S. 5th  Fleet.        
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MEDAL OF HONOR  

LEWIS L. MILLETT  
Captain, U.S. Army 

Company E, 27th Infantry Regiment 
 

In 1940, Lewis Millett left high school after his junior year to enlist in the Army so he could fight 

fascism. Assigned to an Air Corps gunnery school, he became increasingly upset with Europeôs weak 

resistance against German aggression, with the Nazisô treatment of the Jews, and especially with the 

way the United States was paralyzed by isolationism. To get into combat, he deserted, crossed the 

Canadian border, and enlisted in the Canadian Army. He was sent to London shortly afterward and 

manned an anti-aircraft gun during the Blitz. 

               When American troops began arriving in England in 

1942, Millett took advantage of a provision that allowed American 

citizens serving with an allied country to transfer into the U.S. 

military. He served with the American Army in North Africa, 

where he was awarded the Silver Star and promoted from private to sergeant, then fought at Salerno and 

Anzio. It was at Anzio that his old records finally caught up with him. He was told he had been court-

martialed and found guilty of desertion. His sentence was a fifty-two dollar fine. The same day, he received a 

battlefield promotion to lieutenant for his fearlessness in combat. 

               Millett went to college when the war ended, then joined the Maine National Guard. Soon after the 

outbreak of the Korean War, he joined the 8
th
   Field Artillery of the 25

th
  Division and was sent to Korea. Not 

long after his arrival, the commanding officer of an infantry company in the 27
th
  Infantry, the ñWolfhoundsò, 

was killed and Millet assumed command. On February 7
th
, 1951, he was in command of an under-strength 

company of about one hundred soldiers near the Korean village of Soam-ni. They were proceeding up a road 

in subzero temperatures when they ran into a superior force of Chinese Communist soldiers dug into the hills 

above. One of Millettôs platoons was pinned down by automatic weapons fire so he brought up another 

platoon for support. A few weeks earlier, he had heard that the Chinese Army was circulating handbills 

among their troops accusing the Americans of being ñafraid of cold steelò ï the bayonet ï so he had trained 

his men hard in the use of that weapon. Now, with the Communists raking his position with small arms fire and his men running 

low on ammunition, he ordered them to fix bayonets and led a charge up the hill.  

            A conspicuous figure at the head of his company with his large red handlebar mustache, Millett reached the enemy 

trench line and bayoneted two enemy soldiers. Then, using his rifle as a club against the others, he forced the Chinese to break 

and run. He was wounded by grenade fragments but refused evacuation until the position was secured. Later, he explained that 

he engaged in the action as an homage to his grandfathers, both of whom had fought in the Civil War and had participated in 

bayonet charges. 

          Millett was pulled off the line a few weeks later. When he asked why, he was told that he had been recommended for the 

Medal of Honor and his commanders didnôt want him to get killed before the ceremony. President Harry Truman presented the 

Medal to him on July 5th, 1951. 

           After Korea, Millett attended Infantry Officers Advance Course and Ranger School as a major. He was assigned to the 

101
st
  Airborne Division and became involved in the Special Operations Community. During the war in Vietnam, he helped 

establish the Vietnamese Ranger School and the Commando Training Program in Laos. At the time of his retirement in1973, he 

was the only colonel in American military history to have been found guilty of desertion. 

 

PRISONER OF  WAR RECOGNITION LUNCHEON  
 

"Bud Day has become a national treasure," said Terry "Bubba" Bechtol, past 

president of the Pensacola Chapter of the Freedoms Foundation. Day was being 

honored at the 11
th
  annual Prisoner of War (POW) Recognition Luncheon at Seville 

Quarter. The event was put on by Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge and the 

Pensacola Council, Navy League of the United States. COL Day, USAF (Ret), 84, 

took to the   lecturn, speaking only briefly of his experience at the POW camp. 

"They ran me through a mock execution, which didn't seem too mock for a little 

while.ò Day said he became politically active when he returned stateside because he 

was upset about the way military leadership had handled the war. In 1996, Day filed 

a lawsuit on behalf of a group of military retirees who had been stripped of their 

medical benefits and told to apply for Medicare. The suit eventually lead to the establishment of TRICARE for Life, which 

guaranteed the benefits to career military retirees age 65 and older. 

                Hetty Krucke, President of the Pensacola Chapter of the Freedoms Foundation is presenting a plaque of George 

Washington in Prayer to the honored guest, COL Day in the photo above. 
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TIDBITS  

First President  
 

George Washington is revered as the Father of Our Country. He was not, however, our first president. Washington was the first 

president elected under the Constitution, taking office in 1789. But the United States came together as a nation several years 

before the constitution was enacted. In 1781, when the last of the thirteen colonies ratified the Articles of Confederation, the new 

country was officially brought into being. Shortly thereafter, Congress, by a unanimous vote, made John Hanson the first man 

elected to a full term as President of the United States. His full title was actually ñPresident of the United States in Congress 

Assembled.ò He didnôt have all the powers of a modern chief executive, but make no mistake, he was the only president we had. 

Congress voted to provide the new president with a house and servants, and ruled that he ñtakes precedence of all and every 

person in the United States.ò 

            Hanson served only a year, and is now largely forgotten, but at the time, a 

colleague wrote: ñI congratulate your Excellency on your appointment to fill the most 

important seat in the United States.ò The letter was signed by none other than George 

Washington. Under Hansonôs leadership, Congress established the Treasury Department, adopted the great Seal of the United 

States, which is still in use today, and declared the last (later changed to the 4
th
) Thursday of every November ña day of 

Thanksgiving.ò 

           There are other candidates for the title of first president also. Some suggest that it was really John Hancock, since he was 

the first president of the first Continental Congress, before the United States even came into being as a country. Another 

contender is Samuel Huntington, who was presiding over the Congress when the Articles of Confederation were ratified; but he 

never used the title and resigned shortly thereafter for health reasons.  

            The Articles of the Confederation were, in effect, the first Constitution. They became the law of the land on March 1
st
, 

1781, a date that could be considered the countryôs birthday. They were in effect for nearly eight years, a period of time often 

forgotten in American History.  

 

MULTI -SAIL SEMI -ANNUAL EXERCISE  
 

A RIM-67 Standard Missile-2 launches from the guided-missile destroyer USS Curtis Wilbur 

(DDG 54) during torpedo evasion maneuvers for Multi-Sail while underway in the Pacific 

Ocean September 23
rd
, 2009. Multi-Sail is a semi-annual exercise designed to improve the 

warfare capabilities of participating ships.  

 

DoD photo by MC2 Matthew R. White, USN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PENSACOLA NA VY LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE  
Mark Harden 

 

The Pensacola Council Board of Directors has declared October ñMember Drive Month.ò To that end, we have scheduled 

numerous activities designed to raise awareness of Navy League in our community.  The following is a partial list of things to be 

on the lookout for: 

                New membership website launched- Thanks to the efforts of Pete Moore and his staff, we have a new membership 

drive website on the internet, www.navyleaguenow.com,  and an email address that people can visit to request an application or 

ask a question, info@navyleaguenow.com . 

               Area billboards- You will see numerous billboards around town with the ñJoin the Navy Leagueò message,  including 

the electronic one above the Civic Center. 

               Civic Organization Presentations- Some members have volunteered to give a pre-packaged presentation to local clubs.  

If you know of a club or would like to give a presentation, please contact us. 

               Public Service Announcements- Local Radio and TV stations have agreed to run a series of PSAôs for us. 

 

How you can help:  We do a lot of good for the local military community, so talk it up.  Ask people to visit the website and join.  

Offer to have an application sent to your friends and follow up with them to see if they filled it out and sent it in. Please join us 

in re-energizing Pensacola in support of our local military. 

 

http://www.navyleaguenow.com/
mailto:info@navyleaguenow.com
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AHOY NEW MEMBERS     
 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members and Community Affiliates to the Pensacola Council and express our 

gratitude to those who are their sponsors. With your help, our council will be able to assist our Sea Services who are dedicated to 

protecting our homeland and preserving our freedoms. 

Name                                                               Town Sponsor 

  

David L. Tuyo, II                                            Pace, FL                                          Ron Fields 

Ashley D. Pace                                              Pensacola, FL                                  Butch Wallace 

William Johnson                                            Pensacola, FL                                  Butch Wallace 

Rizza Johnson                                                Pensacola, FL                                  Butch Wallace 

 

Community Affiliates  

 

Ken Griffin Landscape Contractors, Inc                                                                 Pete Moore 

        Kenneth L. Griffin                                 Gulf Breeze, FL 

        Tercoa Griffin                                        Gulf Breeze, FL 

        William Willingham                              Gulf Breeze, FL 

        Cynthia D. Kendall                                Pensacola, FL 

 The Lewis Bear Company                                                                                     Pete Moore 

        Lewis Bear, III                                        Pensacola, FL 

        David Bear                                             Pensacola, FL         

        Chad Bonner                                          Pensacola, FL     

 Rodney Rich and Company, Inc.                                                                          Pete Moore 

        Rodney Rich                                          Gulf Breeze, FL 

        Chad Rich                                              Gulf Breeze, FL 

        Kathie Jeffcoat                                       Pensacola, FL 

        Josh Broxson                                          Pensacola, FL 

 McMahon-Hadder Insurance, Inc.                                                                         Pete Moore 

        Bill Hadder                                             Pensacola, FL 

        Don McMahon                                       Pensacola, FL 

        John McMahon                                      Pensacola, FL 

D & B Builders                                                                                                         Pete Moore 

        Jeff Hathaway                                         Molino, Fl   

        Joel Hamilton                                          Bagdad, FL 

        Gary Criswell                                          Molino, FL 

        Bobbie Crichton                                      Molino, FL  

 Dale's Marine Construction                                                                                     Pete Moore 

        Allen Bailey                                            Pensacola, FL                

 

Total Membership - 416 

 

 Admiralôs Club 

Total Membership ï 92 

 

AMPHIBIOUS INTEGRATION TRAINING  
 

U.S. Navy Boatswain Mate 3
rd
 Class Edgar Nicholson, assigned to Assault Craft Unit 

5, embarked aboard the amphibious dock landing ship USS Harpers Ferry (LSD 49), 

signals to a landing craft, air cushion (LCAC) as it comes ashore in Okinawa, Japan, 

September 30
th
, 2009, during LCAC operations. Harpers Ferry is part of the USS 

Denver (LPD 9) Amphibious Task Group, which is conducting amphibious 

integration training prior to a fall patrol.  

 

DoD photo by MC2 Joshua J. Wahl, USN 
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MISSILE EXERCISE OFF COAST OF HAWAII  
 

A surface-to-air intercept missile fires from a Rolling Airframe Missile 

launcher aboard USS Green Bay (LPD 20) September 29
th
, 2009, while off the 

coast of Hawaii. Green Bay is conducting combat system ship qualification 

trials, which are a series of at-sea tests to evaluate combat readiness.  

 

DoD photo by MC1 Larry Carlson, USN 

 

 

 

 

 

PENSACOLA COUNCIL ANNUAL BBQ  
 

            The U.S. Navy League of Pensacolaôs annual Chicken Bar-B-Q was held September 29
th
 at the Pensacola Yacht Club. 

There were approximately 180 people in attendance, with a large group of active duty personnel including the Commander of 

Naval Education and Training Command, RADM Kilkenney, USN.  

            The food was excellent and the camaraderie was also superb. The weather could not have been better for the event which 

could be attributed to Father Jack and his cadre of chaplains he invited. If you missed this event you need to mark your calendars 

next year for this annual affair. 

            The excellent crew of cooks for the Navy League Bar-B-Q were Jerry Mock, Rock Penfold, Tom Furr, Bobby Riggs,  

Gary Skaar and Buck Mitchell, our Committee Chairman for this popular event. 

            Bobby Riggs, the President of the local Council, addressed the group and recognized various individuals in attendance. 

Additionally, Boeing, Inc. made a contribution to the Council and joined as a Community Affiliate.  

 

PANAMA TO HOST TWO NAVAL BASES  
 

Panama will sign before October 2009 a treaty with the United States on the opening of two U.S. 

naval bases on its Pacific coast, a senior Panamanian government official said. According to 

Panama's La Prensa newspaper, a preliminary agreement was reached between Panamanian 

President Ricardo Martinelli and U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. "The U.S. and Panama 

will sign é an agreement on the deployment of two naval bases é to fight international drug-trafficking," said Minister of 

Government and Justice Jose Raul Mulino. "One of the bases will be located in Bahia Pina, 280 miles east of Panama City, and 

another - in Punta Coca, 217 miles west of the capital," Mulino added. The U.S. government will also allocate $7 million to 

Panama this year for the fight against organized crime and illicit drug trade. According to Panamanian intelligence, there are 

over 2,000 hideouts on the Pacific coast of Panama, which international drug cartels use as trans-shipment bases for narcotics 

shipped from South America to the United States. All U.S. bases in Panama were closed and U.S. military forces left the country 

at the end of 1999 in accordance with the Panama Canal treaties. 

 

NEW NAVY SLOGAN  

 
The Navyôs new recruiting slogan, ñAmericaôs Navy: A global force for good,ò was designed to motivate existing sailors as 

much as to entice young people to enlist. Previous slogans: 1996-2001: ñLet the journey beginò and 2001-09: ñAccelerate your 

life.ò 

EXERCISE WITH THAI NAVY  

 
The guided-missile destroyer USS Gridley (DDG 101) steams past the guided-missile cruiser USS 

Chancellorsville (CG 62) during a passing exercise with the Royal Thai Navy in the Andaman Sea 

September 27
th
, 2009.  

 

 

 

DoD photo by MC3 Joshua Scott, USN 
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NAVY' S ôLSõ SCHOOL OPENS IN MERIDIAN 
 

Naval Air Station Meridian welcomed 150 Sailors and guests to a ribbon cutting ceremony for the 

Logistics Specialist (LS) School at Naval Technical Training Center (NTTC) on October 1
st
.  The LS 

rating is a result of a merger of the storekeeper (SK) and postal clerk (PC) ratings. NTTC, commanded 

by CDR Christopher Bownds, USN, is the Navy's only school for the LS rating. On average, NTTC 

graduates 1,500 Sailors a year from its SK school. This total will rise by about 125 Sailors a year when 

the Navy's PC "A" School, currently housed at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, is consolidated with the SK 

"A" School at Meridian, Mississippi    

 

 

JOINT TASK FORCE EXERCISE  
The aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75), Brazilian Navy frigate 

Liberal (F 43) and HNLMS Van Speijk (F 828) from the Netherlands Navy 

transit the Atlantic Ocean in a group formation September. 17
th
, 2009. Truman is 

participating in a joint task force exercise, a scenario-driven, tactical exercise in 

support of major combat operations. The exercise is the final stage in a carrier 

strike groupôs deployment certification.  

 

DoD photo by MC3 David Danals, USN 

 

 

GULFPORT FIRM DELIVERS PATROL BOATS TO NAVY  

 

 
Two specially equipped boats made by United States Marine (USM) Inc. of Gulfport were turned over to the Navyôs U.S. 

Special Operations Command. The delivery of the special warfare rigid inflatable boats marks the completion of U.S. Marineôs 

first government contract, which was awarded in 1996. ñThis is a milestone é because it completes our first direct contract,ò 

said Bryant Bernhard, USM President. ñWe were the little guys bidding against big companies and we won it.ò Retired Navy 

CAPT Dan Pattoon, a previous commander of Special Boat Squadron Two, praised U.S. 

Marine during his address. ñYou folks produce dand did it all in budget with always 

present cost restraints,ò he said. ñYou were supposed to build 76 boats and you built 208 

because the contract was extended. Accepting the boats on behalf of the Navy, CDR Steve 

Rutherford, USN, said, ñI want to thank the people who worked on it. These utility craft are considered workhorses.ò After 

signing the delivery documentation, Rutherford was assured that ñthe keys are in the boats.ò The Navy took possession 

immediately following the ceremony, sending the boats to Norfolk, Virginia.  With other contracts now in place, work will 

continue to be done by U.S. Marine for the Special Operations Command.  

 

WWII MUSEUM LANDS NEW SPONSOR  

 
It was a fundraising match so perfect it could have been confected in Hollywood: Movie-theater magnate Theodore "Teddy" 

Solomon and his family wanted to give money to the National World War II Museum, and the museum needed cash for a high-

tech theater. The outcome: The family gave $5.5 million for a new 242-seat auditorium, which will be called the ñSolomon 

Victory Theater.ò It marks the biggest private gift for the Warehouse District Museum's $50 million 

expansion. But the Solomons' 89-year-old patriarch said he was initially hesitant about putting the 

family name on the side of the building in big metal letters that will be in spotlights at night, 

thinking it might be seen as ego-tripping. "My family felt it was fitting," Solomon, a museum board 

member, said Wednesday. "So did all of the board. They thought that if there was a name on the 

theater, it ought to be Solomon." The theater, to be dedicated in late October, will boast several layers of screens, including one 

120 feet wide, that will show "Beyond All Boundaries," a documentary billed as "a cinematic experience" and a "35-minute 

multisensory journey through the war that changed the world." Tom Hanks, the Oscar-winning actor and longtime museum 

booster, is the film's executive producer and narrator.  Although "Beyond All Boundaries" will be a lasting attraction, Museum 

President and Chief Executive Officer Gordon "Nick" Mueller said the theater will have another screen that can be lowered to 

show conventional movies with a World War II theme, such as "Saving Private Ryan" and the HBO series "Band of Brothers." 

The 70,000-square-foot expansion, which is rising across Andrew Higgins Boulevard from the original museum, is scheduled 

to be dedicated November 6
th
 in an event that will launch a 3-day celebration. Hanks will attend and Tom Brokaw, the former 

NBC news anchor and author of "The Greatest Generation," will be the master of ceremonies. 
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FIFTH EMERALD COAST HONOR  FLIGHT  

 
The 5

th
 Emerald Coast Honor Flight will wing 103 WWII veterans from the First Congressional District to Washington, D.C., 

to see their memorial. The flight departs at 0700 and returns at 1900 on October 21
st
. The public is encouraged to greet the vets 

at the Pensacola airport upon their return. 

 

NAVY TO INSTALL FLOATING ôFORCE PROTECTIONõ FENCE AROUND 

MAGAZINE PIER  

 
A floating fence the Navy calls a "waterfront force protection barrier system" will be installed around the Naval Magazine 

Indian Island pier, a homeland security measure to protect Navy vessels against terrorist attacks. "The U.S. Navy realized that a 

physical barrier was needed at installations around the world to provide additional protection after the attack on the USS Cole 

(DDG 67), in 2000," said Sheila Murray, Navy Regional Northwest Environmental Public Affairs Officer. The attack in the 

Yemeni port of Aden killed 17 American sailors and injured 39. Commercial and recreational vessel traffic will not be affected 

by the fence's installation. "It's just a security upgrade," Murray said. "It's for the protection of the community as well as the 

installation." The Navy announced in 2005 at least two of four converted guided missile-special operations submarines would 

use Naval Magazine Indian Island to load and unload non-nuclear weapons and to receive minor maintenance. Since then, subs 

escorted by Coast Guard vessels have been quietly cruising in and out of Port Townsend Bay, tying up at the Naval Magazine 

pier for short periods of time. The Indian Island installation handles non-nuclear Tomahawk missiles, bullets, torpedoes,  

 

LAUNCH OF BLOCK II HARPOON MISSIL E 
 

 

USS Princeton (CG 59) launches a Block II Harpoon missile at the Naval Air 

Systems Command Sea Test Range off the coast of Southern California 

September 9
th
, 2009. The missile features upgraded GPS capabilities based on 

the AGM-84 Harpoon, which are designed to increase precision and the ability to 

fire on land-based targets, in addition to surface contacts. During the test fire, 

Princeton scored a direct hit at a land-based target on San Nicolas Island, 

California.  

 

DoD photo courtesy of U.S. Navy 

 

 

PRESIDENT AWARD S MOH POSTHUMOUSLY TO SOLDIERõS FAMILY 
 
President Barack Obama awarded the Medal of Honor to Army SGT 1st Class Jared C. Monti at a White House ceremony.  The 

ceremony marked the presidentôs first award of the nationôs highest military honor, and the sixth Medal of Honor awarded 

since September 11
th
, 2001. He presented the award posthumously to Montiôs family, his parents. Monti, of Raynham, 

Massachusetts was killed June 21
st
, 2006, in a firefight in Gowardesh, Afghanistan, near the Pakistan border. He was assigned 

to the 10
th
 Mountain Divisionôs 3

rd
 Squadron, 71

st
 Calvary, 3

rd
 Brigade Combat Team, out of Fort Drum, NewYork. He was 

posthumously promoted to sergeant first class.  The Medal of Honor is awarded to service members who distinguish themselves 

conspicuously by gallantry above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in military action against an enemy of the United 

States.  

 

CHANGE OF COMMAND ONBOARD USS RONALD REGAGAN (CVN 76)  
 

 

Two F/A-18E Super Hornet aircraft assigned to the "Eagles" of Strike Fighter 

Squadron (VFA) 115 perform a fly-by over the aircraft carrier USS Ronald 

Reagan (CVN 76) following an aerial change of command ceremony while 

under way in the Gulf of Oman September 12
th
, 2009. During the change of 

command, CDR Richard Brophy, USN, was relieved by CDR Trey Sisson, 

USN, as Commanding Officer of VFA-115. Ronald Reagan is deployed to 

the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 

 

DoD photo by MC3 Joshua Scott, USN 
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NAVY ROTC ADDS YEAR TO ACTIVE DUTY  

 
Students enrolled in the Navy Reserve Officer Training Corps (NROTC) will have to spend an extra year on active duty under 

new service requirements, the Navy announced this month. Under the new rules, which take 

effect in July, the newly commissioned officers will spend five years on active duty instead 

of four. The extra year of service is meant to help the Navy recoup its investment in 

response to tuition increases at universities with ROTC programs, Todd Willebrand, a spokesman with Naval Service Training 

Command, said. Tuition costs at public U.S. universities have risen steadily over the past few years. Fees at in-state 4-year 

colleges are up 6.4 percent from last year, and out-of-state costs rose by 5.2 percent. Some 150 universities stateside offer Navy 

ROTC programs, commissioning about 1,100 officers per year. The extended active-duty commitment also benefits junior 

officers by providing a broader career perspective, officials said. This brings the NROTC program in line with the Naval 

Academy, so everyone has to stay on active duty the same amount of time.  

 

EW RUSSIAN NUKE SUB TO BE NAMED FOR SANTA CLAUS   
 

The fourth of the new Russian Borey-class strategic nuclear submarines will be named after Saint Nicholas and called 

ñSyvatitel Nikolay.ò  Construction is planned to start up in connection with the shipyardôs 70 year anniversary on December 

22
nd

. Saint Nicholas is the patron saint of sailors and is portrayed on Eastern Orthodox icons as standing in a boat or rescuing a 

drowning sailor. Because of the many miracles attributed to his intercession, he is also known as Nicholas the Wonderworker. 

He had a reputation for secret gift-giving, such as putting coins in the shoes of those who left them out for him, and thus 

became the model for Santa Claus. 

 

 

 

MARINE FIGHTER ATTAC K SQUADRON 312  

 
 

An F/A-18 Hornet aircraft assigned to Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 312 

launches off the flight deck of USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) September 15
th
, 

2009, while under way in the Atlantic Ocean participating in a joint task force 

exercise.  

 

DoD photo by MC3 Matthew Williams, USN 

 

 

 

 

MILITARY EXERCISES IN DEFENSE OF PANAMA CANAL  
 
Naval forces from 21 countries, led by the United States, carried out military exercises defending the Panama Canal against a 

hypothetical terrorist attack September 11
th
 ï 22

nd
.  With about 7,000 participants, Operation "Fuerzas Aliadas Panamax 2009" 

took place in waters off Panama and at the coasts of Honduras to simulate a terrorist attack on the inter-oceanic waterway.  It is 

the sixth such activity since 2003. The exercise "is designed to prepare participating nations in a response coalition facing 

potential threats to the Panama Canal," a statement from the National Aeronaval Service of Panama said. Participating in the 

exercise are personnel from Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El 

Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, The Netherlands, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States and Uruguay. The 

Aeronaval Service reported that Mexico and France attended as observers.  

- 

NAVY COMMI SSIONED DDG IN PHILLY  
 
The Navy commissioned the newest Arleigh Burke class guided-missile destroyer, Wayne E. Meyer, during a ceremony at 

Penn's Landing, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Designated DDG-108, the new destroyer honors the late Navy Rear Admiral who 

led the development of Aegis, the first fully integrated combat system built to defend against air, surface and sub-surface threats. 

Meyer was regarded as the father of the Navy's Aegis Weapons System. ADM Mike Mullen, USN, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff, delivered the ceremony's principal address. Anna Mae Meyer served as sponsor of the ship named for her late husband. 

Wayne E. Meyer (DDG 108) is the 58th of the Arleigh Burke-class destroyers and carries the 100
th
 Aegis Combat System built.  
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PACIFIC EXERCISE WITH USS LASSEN (DDG -82)  

 
U.S. Navy CDR H. B. Le, the Commanding Officer of USS Lassen (DDG 82), observes 

as the ship's five-inch gun fires during a naval surface fire support exercise at Oki Daito 

Jima Range in the western Pacific Ocean September 22
nd

, 2009. Lassen is taking part in 

Multi -Sail, a semi-annual exercise designed to improve the warfare mission readiness of 

participating ships.  

 

DoD photo by MC2 Matthew R. White, USN 

 

 

FRANCE TAKES COMMAND OF NORFO LKõS NATO UNIT 

 
France took over a top NATO post, the first time in the military allianceôs 60-year history that one of its supreme commanders is 

from a country other than the United States. French Air Force General Stephane Abrial took over from James Mattis, a Marine 

general who is the current commander of U.S. Joint Forces Command and Supreme Allied Commander for NATO. Itôs the first 

time in NATO history that one of its supreme commands is entrusted to a non-American. 

 

SUNKEN US WWII PATROL BOAT SPOTTED OFF HATTERAS  

 
A World War II Navy patrol boat, untouched off the coast of Hatteras since it was sunk by a German 

sub in 1942, has been discovered, says the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The 

converted trawler [YP-389] was found about 18 miles off Hatteras Inlet last month, during the first leg of the NOAAôs Battle of 

the Atlantic expedition. As many as five men may be entombed under 325 feet of water in the relatively intact 102-foot vessel. 

The ship's discovery was made August 7
th
 from footage taken by an advanced diving robot and confirmed with historical 

records. The finding is significant because it has clearly not been touched since it was sunk June 19
th
, 1942, by a German sub 

and also because it is believed to be a Navy war grave. Of the 24 men aboard, six were killed. YP-389 lost a 90-minute surface 

battle with the German U-701, which was sunk two weeks later by U.S. Army aircraft about 10 miles north. 

 
NAVY TO FLY JETS FUELED BY ALGAE  

 
The U.S. Navy plans to fly fighter jets and run ship engines powered by "biofuels" made from algae and oilseeds -- part of a 

fledgling effort to reduce the military's dependence on imported fossil fuels. For the last several years, the military has 

conducted test flights using synthetic jet fuels derived from coal and natural gas. Now the effort is being 

expanded to include fuels from algae and the oilseed crop camelina, which is grown primarily in arid parts 

of Montana. Military biofuels contracts worth more than $11 million were awarded recently to Solazyme 

of San Francisco and Sustainable Oils of Bozeman, Montana. Solazyme will produce 20,000 gallons of 

ship fuel made from algae and Sustainable Oils will produce 40,000 gallons of camelina-based jet fuel. "These are probably the 

tip of the iceberg in terms of future procurements," said Frank Pane, director of energy plans and programs at the Defense 

Energy Support Center at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. "There's great interest within the Department of Defense for alternative fuels 

and renewable energy." Tests to see if the biofuels perform on par with conventional fuels will be conducted at Patuxent River 

Naval Air Station. 

 

FEMALE OFFICERS COULD JOIN SUB CREWS BY 2011  

 
A handful of female seniors at the Naval Academy or in the Naval ROTC could very well be the first women to be assigned to a 

U.S. submarine. And if initial plans fall into place, those women - joined by some seasoned supply and surface nuke lieutenants 

already in the fleet - will be included in four crews assigned to two Ohio-class submarines by late 2011.  In exclusive interviews 

with Navy Times, the heads of Fleet Forces Command and the Submarine Force laid out near-term plans for integrating women 

into the undersea fleet. The plans, which must be approved by senior Navy and Pentagon leadership, underscore how quickly the 

service is pushing the initiative é The Navyôs working on notifying Congress right now, said Vice Adm. Jay Donnelly, head of 

the Submarine Force. The first women assigned will be junior officers, said Adm. John Harvey, head of Fleet Forces Command 

Adding junior female officers will require no money for modifications, they said. The admirals also said that, in the near term, 

integration will occur only in the Navyôs Ohio-class subs, 14 ballistic-missile and four guided-missile subs. The plan to be 

submitted to Navy leadership will likely involve integrating four crews: blue and gold crews of a ballistic sub on one coast and 

the blue and gold crews of a Tomahawk shooter on the other, 
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NAVY LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  

  

 

Annnual Membership Dues 

 

      _________Individual one year - $80*   _______Individual two year - $120* _______Individual three year -  $155* 

  

 _________Active Duty Spouse -$60*______ Joint Husband/Wife - $115*  Spouseôs first name__________________             

       

                           *Includes local council dues for 1st year only 

 

Life Membership 

 

                    

______Individual life member -  $530**               _______Joint husband/wife life member - $780** 

 

           **After the life membership is paid, $30 local dues will be assessed on an annual basis. 

 

All of the above assessments include national dues and a subscription to SEA POWER Magazine. 

 

 

 

Admirals Club   

 

If you wish to give extra support and leadership to the Councilôs local programs,  

please join the Admiralôs Club. 

 

 _________Yes, I want to join and I have added an additional $60 contribution 

 

Membership is open to U.S. citizens who are not on active duty with a military service. 

 

  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Rank/Title           First Name                     M.I.                      Last Name 

 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address                                                                              City                                 State                 ZIP 

 

 Phone (Home)______________________________ Phone (Business)_________________________________ 

 

 E-Mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                          

I wish to receive BULLHORN Newsletter, Local Event Information and Annual Dues Renewal 

                           Information via above email address. Yes____ No_____                                                                                    

      (Note:  if No, information will be sent via mail to your home address.)                                       

 

        _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Occupation        Business Name/Address 

 

 Sponsorôs name (optional)______________________________________________________         
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Sponsorship for The Navy League Bullh orn Newsletter is available to any 

business.  For more information, plea se contact the Navy League Office.   

 


